ROCK ROL, 


FANTASY CAMP 


Enter the Kiss Second- 
Chance Giveaway 
You could: 


Win a trip to Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Fantasy Camp in LA 


Jam with Paul Stanley 
Play a live concert in LA 


Details at nelottery.com 


Must be 19. 
Please play responsibly. Compulsive Gambling 
Help Line: 800-GAMBLER. 


ILLUSTRATED 

Huskers Illustrated is published by Landmark (‘Huskers Illustrated (ISSN ) 

Community Newspapers, 2623 Regency Rd., 0279-3474) is published 
Lexington, KY 40503. Periodicals postage paid at hiv thiouah * * 

cae Msamcemae™ femme | OCTOBER 29, 2011* VOLUME 31 * NO. 14 
June/July and weekly 
Editor, General Manager: AARON BABCOCK September through 

aaron@huskersillustrated.com mid-December, except co LU M N S 


P Re ° open football dates by 
Contributing Editor: MIKE BABCOCK 


Landmark Publications, LLC 


mike@huskersillustrated.com dba Huskers Illustrated, 2623 20 
ADVERTISING Regency Road, Lexington KY 
40503. Periodicals Postage 
Tim Francis (800) 524-9527, ext. 111 or Paid at Lexington KY and at | STATE O F TH E H U S KE RS 
Aaron Babcock (402) 474-4355 additional mailing offices. BY MICHAEL BRUNTZ 


Subscriptions: $59.95 per 
year. POSTMASTER: Send 
Petersen address changes to Huskers 


NATIONAL DISTRIBUTOR: G Associates, Inc. ee usteO) 20/2 REGENCY 
Road, Lexington, KY 40503. 
BS _ 


SALES STAFF: Jeff Tuder, Chris Schmidt, Kellen Loss of Crick is felt by teammates on, off the field 


42 


INTHE KNOW 
| BY KRIS KNOWLTON 
Coaching staff targets nation’s top talent 


More than a Magazine 


PRINT | Huskers Illustrated Magazine 
Huskers Illustrated Magazine, the original publication 
dedicated to Nebraska athletics, is in its 31st year 

of publication with 18 issues, including our annual 


football yearbook (pictured). 
To Subscribe: printsubscriber.huskersillustrated.com 
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THE FINAL WORD 
BY MIKE BABCOCK 
Huskers business-like in their approach against Gophers 


DIGITAL | Huskers Illustrated Magazine 
Our new digital edition of the magazine can be viewed 
on your computer, iPad or Android tablet. The digital 
edition includes bonus photos not found in the print 
edition, as well as bonus digital issues. Perfect for the 


fan that doesn’t want to wait for the mail! 


To Subscribe: www.zinio.com/huskers 


DATE OPPONENT SITE TIME a] 
SEPT.3 CHATTANOOGA MEMORIAL STADIUM 2:30P.M. W,40-7 
SEPT.10  FRESNOSTATE MEMORIAL STADIUM 6:00P.M. W,42-29 
SEPT.17 WASHINGTON MEMORIAL STADIUM 2:30P.M. W,51-38 
SEPT.24 @WYOMING LARAMIE, WYO. 6:30PM. W,38-14 
OcT.1 @WISCONSIN MADISON, WIS. 7:00P.M. L,14-48 
OCT.8 OHIOSTATE MEMORIAL STADIUM 7:00P.M. W,34-27 
OCT.22 @MINNESOTA MINNEAPOLIS 2:30P.M. W,41-14 
0CT.29 MICHIGANSTATE MEMORIAL STADIUM 11:00A.M. TBA 
NOV.5 NORTHWESTERN MEMORIAL STADIUM TBA TBA 
NOV.12 @PENNSTATE UNIVERSITY PARK, PA. TBA TBA 
NOV.19 @MICHIGAN ANNARBOR, MICH TBA TBA 
NOV.25 IOWA MEMORIAL STADIUM TIA.M. ABC 


INTERNET | Huskersillustrated.com 

Follow Nebraska 24 hours a day ty 

at huskersillustrated.com and -—/{ — 5 ™ 
with our new Internet partner 

247Sports.com. Get breaking 

news, game reports, recruit databases, recruit rankings, video highlights and 


photo galleries. HI’'s FREE message board, The Bone Yard, is quickly setting a new 
standard for forums in college sports. $9.95 per month. 7-day free trial available. 


RADIO | Huskers Illustrated Radio Show 
RADIO: HI Radio has gone daily! Join 

host Chris Schmidt and Nick Handley 
Monday-Friday, from 4-6 p.m. on 1480 AM 
in Lincoln and 900 KJSK in Columbus. The 
Saturday show runs from 7-9 a.m. on 1620 
AM in Omaha and 1480 AM in Lincoln. The 
popular show features engaging interviews 


2011 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 


ON THE COVER 


Freshman wide receiver Kenny Bell looks back at 


with recruits and other popular sports 


personalities. . : ; : 
, meey Minnesota cornerback Michael Carter during his 82- 
LIVE STREAMING/PODCAST: Live streaming of the show is available at 

espn1480.com and 1620thezone.com. Just click the “Listen Live” button. Miss yard race to the endzone on a reverse play. The play 


a show? Just go to the iTunes store and search for “Huskers Illustrated.” jump-started the Huskers en route to their 41-14 win 


HUSKER MERCHANDISE | 
SHOPHuskerslllustrated.com 
From collectibe DVDs and autographed 8x10s, to 


at Minnesota and was the longest rushing play by a 


freshman in Nebraska history. 


PHOTO BY AARON BABCOCK 


items for the home and car, plus special novelty 


items, our store is the largest online store for Husker 


merchandise. Shop here first! MIDTOWN rare oe 

f > Michigan State recap and 
SOCIAL MEDIA | Facebook & Twitter Northwestern preview will be 
Join the thousands of other Husker fans that follow \ t mailed Monday, Oct. 31. 
Huskers Illustrated online. Follow us on Facebook at . 402- 474- 481 8 Check for updates at 
facebook.com/huskersillustratedfan or on twitterat =~) == huskersillustrated.com. 


twitter.com/hillustrated. 


GIGANTIC 
MATCHUP 


Nebraska faces a “must- 
win” matchup against 
Michigan State 


WHAT A GIGANTIC WEEK for Husker 
football. 

No, not last week, obviously. This 
week. 

It should come as no surprise, since 
most predicted the matchup between 
Michigan State and the Huskers would 
determine the Legends Division winner. 
To call Michigan State’s league start 
impressive would be an understatement. 

Mark Dantonio’s Spartans have won 
in dramatic fashion and roll into Lincoln 
with a perfect 3-0 Big Ten record, 
boasting wins over Ohio State (10-7), 
Michigan (28-14) and Wisconsin (37-31). 
Prior to Saturday, the defense had led the 
way, as the Spartans were the nation’s 
top-ranked defensive unit. And while 
the scoreboard will show that it was 
Michigan State’s offense that beat the 
Badgers, the Spartans scored a safety, a 
touchdown off a blocked punt and also 
blocked a Wisconsin field goal in their 
upset over the league’s only national title 
contender. 

If Nebraska wants to play in the 
inaugural Big Ten Championship in 
Indianapolis, then Saturday is the 
definition of a must-win game. 

But it’s only October, you say? 

Let’s do the math. 

A win over Nebraska puts Michigan 
State at 4-0 and the Huskers at 2-2. 
Since Michigan State would hold the 
tie-breaker over Nebraska, that would 
mean the Huskers must go 4-0 AND 


have a melt-down of historic proportion 
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from Michigan State. Michigan State 
would need to lose three of their final 
four games, which include Minnesota, at 
Iowa, Indiana and at Northwestern. 

I will take any bet that won’t happen. 

Beat the Spartans and Nebraska will 
still need to match them win for win. 

I heard rumors Saturday that some 
Husker fans were actually rooting for 
Michigan State against Wisconsin. Many 
others didn’t realize the significance of 
the Hail Mary victory over Wisconsin. 
If that’s the case, Husker Nation still 
doesn’t understand the conference and 
its divisions. 

Husker fans should have been cursing 


Bret Bielema’s decision to call a timeout 


with 30-seconds remaining in an effort | 


to get the ball and score. Instead, it 
backfired, and Michigan State had 
enough time left for its desperation play. 

No matter, Nebraska’s Big Ten hopes 


rest heavy on Saturday’s performance. 


Nebraska, like most teams under Bo | 


Pelini, improve dramatically by season’s 


end. This year’s squad appears to be a 


headed in the right direction. 

But make no mistake, the Huskers 
must endure a treacherous path to reach 
Indianapolis. 

It starts Saturday. N 


Send me your comments or story ideas to 


aaron@huskersillustrated.com. 
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sentiments exactly. AMERITAS. 


The Official Insurance and Investment Partner of the Huskers. A UNIF] Company:” 


Securities offered through Ameritas Investment Corp. Member NASD/SIPC. Certain products available through affiliates. 


RADIO SHOW IS NOW DAILY 


ne CHOW HEARD 
DATIND m= WORLD 


nN SRERS 
Omaha World Herald — eararonern 
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Welcome to Huskersltustiated 


Five questions for Washington week 
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BY MIKE BABCOCK 

The stocking cap with the Blackshirt logo on the back 
left no doubt on which side of the ball Stanley Jean- 
Baptiste had played in Nebraska's victory against Ohio 
State. He had gotten the cap on Thursday to make it 
official. “| had to, had to feel like home,” he said with a 
smile. 

Jean-Baptiste played in only one game prior to Ohio 
State’s visit. He caught a pass for 7 yards in the opener 
against Tennessee-Chattanooga. He was a wide receiver 
then. By the Wyoming game, however, he had moved 
to defensive back. Though he didn’t play against the 
Cowboys, he made the trip to Laramie. The next week, he 
made the trip to Wisconsin, again without playing. 

Learning a new position, and one on the other side of 
the ball at that, takes time, right? Well, as it turns out, not 
that much time in Jean-Baptiste’s case. 

He not only got in the Ohio State game at cornerback — 
wearing a No. 16 jersey instead of the No. 83 with which 
he began the season — he intercepted a pass to set up the 
winning touchdown. 

“| know it came fast,” Jean-Baptiste said after the game. 
“But it felt long because | was ready to play, and there's 
just game after game where | was sitting on the sideline.” 

The coaches had told him “they were going to get me 
some reps,” he said. 

“Coach Bo (Pelini) told me, ‘Get ready to play.’ ” 

In addition, special teams coach John Papuchis told 
him he would be starting at gunner on special teams 
against Ohio State, “so | was just ready already,” said 
Jean-Baptiste. 

Jean-Baptiste played safety and wide receiver at Central 
High School in Miami. He redshirted at Fort Scott (Kan.) 
Community College before transferring to Nebraska. And 
he didn’t see action last season. So before the Ohio State 
game, he really hadn't played in a game in more than two 
years. 

Even so, “we moved him there because we thought 
he could be good there,” Pelini said during the Big Ten 
coaches’ teleconference on the Tuesday after the Ohio 
State game. 

Jean-Baptiste has the size, at 6-foot-3 and 220 pounds, 
to be a physical corner. And having played wide receiver 
also helps. “| know where the receiver will line up, 
(whether) preparing to run a slant or preparing to run a 
post or out-route, so it gives me a little edge on him,” he 
said. 

In any case, “we weren't surprised by it. I’m happy for 
him,” said Pelini. “Obviously, we were hoping to give him 
a little more time, but we needed him, and he stepped 
up. He did what we thought he was capable of doing. If 
we were surprised by it, we wouldn't have moved him.” 

Jean-Baptiste admits he was skeptical about the 
position switch. But the coaches “just told me to keep my 
head up,” he said. And when Pelini said to get ready, “he’s 
usually serious.” 

So Jean-Baptiste’s home is defense now. 


Visit the NEW Huskerslllustrated.com 


FIVE AGAINST 


MICHIGAN 


The Huskers are 5-0 in football games against Michigan State. 
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OCT. 24, 1914 - NEBRASKA FIELD, 24-0 

The Michigan Aggies “came within three inches 
of making six or seven points,” against Jumbo 
Stiehm’s Huskers, according to the student 
yearbook, “but the three inches were as good as 
amile.” 


NOV. 20, 1920 > NEBRASKA FIELD, 35-7 

The Huskers, competing as independents, de- 
feated a team coached by George “Potsy” Clark, 
who would later coach at Nebraska. Junior end 
Clarence Swanson was among Nebraska’s best. 


SEPT. 5, 1995 - EAST LANSING, MICH., 50-10 
Lawrence Phillips rushed for 206 yards and four 
touchdowns on only 22 carries and the Huskers 
finished with 666 total yards, including 552 rush- 
ing, against Nick Saban’s Spartans. 


SEPT. 7, 1996 e MEMORIAL STADIUM, 55-24 
Mike Minter returned an interception 84 yards for 
a touchdown, and Mike Fullman returned a punt 
62 yards for a touchdown. Grant Wistrom also 
scored on an interception return. 


DEC. 29, 2003 « SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, 17-3 
The Huskers of interim head coach Bo Pelini 
sacked Jeff Smoker five times, two each by 
Demorrio Williams and Trevor Johnson. Cory Ross 
(pictured) carried a school-record 37 times for 138 
yards and two TDs. 
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GETTING HIS KICKS 


Brett Maher has made the 
most of the opportunity rep- 
resented by the departure of 
Alex Henery (and Adi Ku- 
nalic). The junior walk-on 
was named Big Ten Special 
Teams Player of the Week 
for the second time this sea- 
son following the Ohio State 
game, after kicking two field 
goals, including a career- 
long-tying 50-yarder, and 
averaging 44.2 yards on four 
punts, two of them downed 
inside the 20-yard line. He 
also sent two kickoffs into 


Bo Pelini on whether four | YOUREAROIT| 


the end zone for touchbacks. 

Like Henery, Maher 
doesn’t show his emotions. 
“T don’t really feel there’s a 
lot of reason to get stressed 
out like before and after a 
kick,” he said early in the 
season. “I don’t think it’s go- 
ing to help down the road or 
help your next kick or what 
you have to do next. That 
kick’s behind you and you 
just have to move forward, 
whether it’s good or bad. It 
doesn’t really make a differ- 
ence in the future.” 


super conferences would be 


WHO'S ON 
(THE FIELD) FIRST 

Midway through the season, 
Cameron Meredith had estab- 
lished himself as the starter 
at one end, but defensive line 
coach John Papuchis was still 
looking for someone to step up 
as the other starting end. Jason 
Ankrah, Josh Williams and Joe 
Carter were competing for the 
job, along with Eric Martin, who 
returned to linebacker (where 
he began his Husker career) for 
the Ohio State game. 

Ankrah started the first five 
games, but as defensive coordi- 
nator Carl Pelini said of the can- 
didates at end going into the 
season, “I don’t know if they're 
fighting for who's starting.” 

Rather, “they're fighting for 
snaps,’ he said. “In my mind, | 
look at every position on the 
field. To me, it doesn’t matter 
whos starting. It’s how do | want 
to use these guys situationally? 
And those are the snaps they’re 
fighting for. My top two pass 
rushers are going to be on the 
field on third-and-long. My run 
guys are going to be on the 
field second-and-medium and 
third-and-short. 

“So it doesn't really matter 
who's on the field for the first 


snap.’ 


SIDELINES 


PROPER RESPECT 
Freshman I-back Aaron 

Green considers playing 

for running backs coach 

Ron Brown “an honor. He 

coaches us hard,’ said Green. 

“He doesn't take any slack. 

That's what | like from him. He 

teaches us a lot, some things 

| never really knew about the 


game, so it’s all for the good.” 


ALWAYS ON EDGE 

Alfonzo Dennard is a senior, 
and he knows the importance 
of letting go of a bad play 
and focusing on the next 
one. Cornerbacks need short 
memories. But 
that's easier said 
than done. 

“Once | give up 


a catch, | get real 


mad at myself” 
he said. “I have to understand 
| play cornerback; people are 
going to catch the ball. You 


gotta overlook that.” 


GOT HIS BACK 
Taylor Martinez was 
criticized by fans, some in the 
media and even some former 
players after 


the Wisconsin 


good for college football: game. But his 
“Hard to say. What else will that entail? = ee 
NEBRASKA had his back. 
That’s the big question. What does that FOOTBALIy, ReERIReA 
mean? Does that mean all the bowl games Sa AND Kenny Bell 
are going to go away? Will fans be happy 9 ¢ \ © tweeted:"Next person to 
about that? There are a lot of what-ifs. Until . v y say anything about my QB to 
somebody can lay out what it all entails, | —“ . me, i'm slapping in the face. No 
don’t think anybody can answer that question.” SS warning. #tryme” 
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AM - www. the .com 


What’s this? Boos in Memorial 
Stadium? Yep, near the end of the 
first half of the Huskers’ 
from-behind victory against Ohio 
State. And they were directed at Ne- 
braska. 

Athletic Director Tom Osborne 
addressed the issue on his month- 


come- 


ly radio call-in show in October. 
“T think the great majority of our 
fans don’t approve of booing our 
own team or booing even the other 
team,” he said. “People see the NFL 
and see what happens supposedly in 
the ‘big time, and there were some 
boos on the (Taylor Martinez) inter- 
ception toward the end of the half 
and some boos when we missed a 
couple of tackles and when we came 
off the field. 

“These guys are trying as hard as 
they can, and you want your home- 
field advantage. You want your 
home fans to support you, particu- 
larly at a time like that.” 


led BPA SY 
NOT THENEBRASKA WA 


Some Husker fans weren’t treated : 


all that well at Wisconsin. 


“I think usually schools with | 
good tradition, who have won a lot, 
are fairly tolerant,’ said Osborne. 
“Those who have won lately haven’t 
handled it well. There is no corre- 
lation between treating opponents 
badly and winning. We certainly 
hope people are treated well (at Me- 


morial Stadium). 


“We're going to go one way or : 
the other. We’re going to try to be 
like some other programs in the Big 
Ten or we're going to set a standard. : 
We're going to raise the bar, and it 
will have nothing to do with being 
losers. If you do it the right way, 


youre going to win.” 


The booing also could have af- 
fected recruiting. “We had a lot of 
recruits in. That was a big recruiting 
weekend,” Osborne said. “I think : 
most fans don’t want recruits to see 


our team booed.” 


LITTLE THINGS 
MEAN A LOT 


Some players learn it in 
high school. Most don’t 
learn it until they get to 
college, however. That’s be- 
cause they're better athletes 
than most of those around 
them. 

“Football's a game of 
inches,” said senior safety 
Austin Cassidy. “And when 
they say that, they mean it 
because one false step or 
one extra step forward (and) 
that can mean a guy’s 10 
steps behind you. It’s just 
the little things that really 
come up. They can either 
bite you in the butt... 

“Or they can really pay off 
for you.” 


BIG OLD DUDE 


Sophomore Brent Qvale 
began the season as an of- 
fensive tackle, after being a 
back-up guard last season. 
Now he’s playing guard 
again. “| think we've prob- 
ably hampered his develop- 
ment a little bit just moving 
him around as much as we 
did,” offensive line coach 
Barney Cotton said at the 


Big Red Breakfast in late 
September. “But he’s still 
got a good future ahead of 
him.” 

The 6-foot-7, 320-pound 
Qvale is a “big old dude,” 
said Brandon Thompson, 
who has also played both 
guard and center at Ne- 
braska. “Qvale’s a good guy, 
just a super-nice guy. 

“Everyone gets along 
with him.” 


WHO'S BUYING 
THE DONUTS? 


Thursday is typically the 
day the offensive line goes 
out to do some bonding, 
according to senior tackle 
“Yoshi” Hardrick, “to get our 
mind right for the game,” 
he said. 

The linemen “crack a lot 
of jokes,” said Hardrick, 
and “the donuts are on 
whoever had the worst 
game or whoever got the 
most pancakes and things 
like that.” 

The coaches determine 
who had the worst game, as 
reflected on grade sheets. 

As for the donuts, “we 
just get two dozen most of 
the time,” Hardrick said. 


ARK VALICABLEIGUY, 


REPORT UNDERAGE 
DRINKING 


1-866-MUST-B-21 


It's Anonymous, 
and it’s the Right Call. 


www.reportunderagedrinking.com 
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Nebraska 


PRIDE 


Lincoln 


Orthopaedic Center 


Proudly serving Nebraska 
athletes for over 50 years 


6900 A Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68510 
402 436 2000 * www.ortholinc.com 
Find us on Facebook ™# 


David’s Impact 


PLAYER OF THE WEEK 


Taylor Martinez was 


named the Big Ten Offensive 
Player of the Week for his 
performance against Ohio 
State. He completed 16-of-22 
passes for 191 yards and two 
touchdowns and rushed 17 
times for 102 yards anda 
touchdown. He also went 
over 2,500 career-passing 
yards and 4,000-career 
total-offense yards, tying for 
the fastest player in Husker 
history to reach that mark - 
19 games. 

Martinez was especially 
effective in the second half, 
rallying the Huskers from 
a 27-6 deficit. But he also 
“played a heck of a game in 
the first half” Athletic Director 
Tom Osborne said during his 
monthly call-in radio show 
on the Husker Network in 


October. 


DAVID’S IMPACT 


Lavonte David, whose 
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forced fumble and recovery 
was the turning point in 
Nebraska's come-from- 
behind victory against Ohio 
State, was named the Lott 
Impact Player of the Week. 

Though the senior from 
Miami was off his school- 
record pace in tackles 
through the first six games 
(with 58), that was to be 
expected with changes in the 
defense to deal with Big Ten 
offenses. 

What makes David the 
player he is? “He has a knack, 
which good linebackers do,” 
linebackers coach Ross Els 
said early in the season. “He 
knows where he’s supposed 
to be. But if‘ can go maybe 
inside or outside a guy to 
make a tackle; he can wiggle 
his way through there. 

“A lot of that has to do with 
his incredibly quick feet. He's 
got quick feet that make him 
tough to block. The second 


thing is his intelligence. 


He understands blocking 
schemes. He understands 
routes.” 

David can anticipate 
without getting himself into 
trouble. 

“AS long as it’s reactionary 
and not guessing, he’s going 


to be fine,’ said Els. 


TWO NOT ENOUGH 

With the transfer to Tulsa 
of Cody Green, the loss of 
Kody Spano to injury and 
the move of freshman Jamal 
Turner to wide receiver, “we're 
probably the only Division 
| team in the country that 
only has two scholarship 
quarterbacks,’ said recruiting 
coordinator John Papuchis. 

The two are Taylor 
Martinez and Brion Carnes, 
of course, with walk-on Ron 
Kellogg Ill as a back-up. 

“So | would think we're 
going to have to beef that 


area up,’ Papuchis said. 
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MY SEARS TROPHY 


I remember exactly where I 
was on November 11, 1978. 

For those of you too young to 
know, that was the day Nebraska 
upset top-ranked Oklahoma 
17-14 in Lincoln. Nebraska’s 
first win over the Sooners since 
the 1971 Game of the Century. 
Osborne’s first win in six 
frustrating attempts against his 
brash counterpart, Barry Switzer. 

Kind of a big game in Husker 
history. You may have heard 
about it. 

Husker tailback 
Rick Berns landed 
on the cover of 
Sports Illustrated 
that week. Few 
artifacts remain from 
my ninth year on this 


planet. To my wife’s 


A memo- 
rable 
game for 
the ages. 
And for a 


the game. I don’t remember what 
kind of strained parent logic was 
used to convince me that it was 
somehow fair for my brother 

to go to this huge game while I 
was left behind. But I was the 
younger of two boys. With a baby 
sister. Not my first brush with 
injustice. 

And I can’t really fault my 
moms practical logic, either. 
With the entire state of Nebraska 
either packed into Memorial 
Stadium, plopped in front of a 
television, or 
huddled around a 
radio, there’s no 
doubt the roads 
and parking lots 
and stores were 
going to be easy 


to navigate. The 


consternation, I still game would 
have my two-foot- bs be broadcast 

ig chunk 
tall plastic Planet of b S cnu over the loud 
the Apes bank. Also, of it, I was speakers, 
my 1978 George 7 anyway. 
Brett baseball card tt y Ing on Plus, it’s quite 


(sans hat, windswept 
hair). Two or three 
surviving Star 

Wars action figures 
(including R2-D2). 
And, yes, that issue of Sports 
Illustrated. 

One thing that hasn’t survived 
is the poster of OU tailback Billy 
Sims fumbling on the Nebraska 
three-yard line to seal the Husker 
victory. But I got my money’s 
worth. That poster hung above 
my bed for almost ten years. 

So, yeah. A memorable game 
for the ages. 

And for a big chunk of it, I 
was trying on jeans at Sears. 


My brother and dad were at 


jeans at 
Sears. 


possible that I 
was in the middle 
of some kind 
of pants-related 
emergency 
that required a purchase before 
Sunday church. Kids back then 
were tough on clothes. We didn’t 
just sit around and play video 
games (we stood). And we didn’t 
have stretchy pants like today. 
If you were a fat kid in the ‘70s, 
you were always one kick away 
from tearing the patch your mom 
put in the crotch of your pants the 
last time you played kickball. 

But to this young boy, there 
were only three things that could 
be worse than being left behind 


while his dad and brother went 
off to a huge football game. 
Math homework would be at the 
top of the list, of course. Second, 
however, would be shopping for 
jeans at Sears. Third would be 
wearing jeans from Sears. 
Toughskins, particularly. The 
humiliatingly named Husky 
version, specifically. These 
things weren’t jeans, really. 
These were boys pants made for 
moms. Double-reinforced knees. 
Rivets made out of whatever they 
would eventually use to assemble 
the Space Shuttle. Some kind 
of unnatural fabric designed 
to stretch household budgets, 
not actually stretch. They were 
tough all right. Tough on my life 
at Sheridan Elementary, where 
I would have to shuffle in and 
out of recess 
without 
the ability 
to bend at 
the knee. 
You 
didn’t put 
Toughskins 
away in a 
drawer. You 
just leaned them 
against a wall. 
Long-lasting 
pants are not a 
great thing forakid. 
Nobody wants to get a 
one more semester 
out of jeans that are 
already two inches 
above the ankle. Or 
where the only wear and 
tear is on the fake leather 
tag, resulting in sharp 
pieces of plastic jammed 


into a husky kid’s fat roll. 


BY TIM SIEDELL | 


a 


This just creates a whole new 
cycle of pain and shame. 

My brother and dad came 
home that day with stories of 
nine Oklahoma fumbles and 
oranges being tossed onto the 
field. I came home that day with 
a pair of green Toughskins. 
Which, just like my Sports 
Illustrated from that week, still 
survive to this day. Sitting in a 
landfill, no doubt, surrounded by 
items that have decomposed over 
the years. Lord knows the jeans 
never will. 

“Tim Siedell is a writer and 
humorist whose first book, “Marching 
Bands Are Just Homeless Orchestras” 
is available now through Amazon. 


Follow him on Twitter: @ 


badbanana. 
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Monarch Takes Her Softball as 
Serious as Her Chinese Food 


BEING FROM 

A SUBURB OF 

NEBRASKA’S 

LARGEST city 

sometimes makes 

differentiating your 
small hometown from the metropolis a 
difficult task. 

But Megan Southworth has a couple 
of identifying marks that stick out about 
Papillion: Chinese food and softball. 

If you're ever a guest of Southworth 
in her hometown, chances are she’ll take 
you to Ming’s for Chinese food. 

“Tf you’re from Papillion, you definitely 
love Ming’s,” she said, “but if you’re not 
from Papillion, you're kind of like, ‘Why 
did they talk it up so much?’ But it is 
something I take people to and tell them 
they have to try because I’m so obsessed 
with it.” 

Southworth takes softball just as 
seriously, and so does Papillion. When 
Southworth began her freshman season 
at Papillion-LaVista High 
School, the softball 
program had won 10 
straight Class A state 
championships. 

“The streak 
broke when I was a 
freshman, then we 
won it again back-to- 
back, and we lost it again 
when I was a senior,” 
Southworth said. 

A natural rivalry developed 


Papillion, Neb. | Population: 18,894 
Distance from Lincoln: 45 miles 


when Papillion-LaVista South opened 
during Papillion-LaVista’s 10-year streak 
of state titles. 

“Just because they were the girls from 
the other side of the town, and they 
ended up being pretty good, actually,” 
Southworth said. “So it was always a 
really good game.” 

A Papillion native, Southworth can 


also clear up any confusion about her 


school’s nickname, the Monarchs. Never 
mind the butterfly on the town water 
tower; the mascot is a sign of royalty. 

“We would get some flack about the 
butterfly when we would play people,” 
she said, “but our high school mascot is 
definitely a king.” 

Southworth also played summer 
softball for the Omaha Select, a team 
coached by her aunt, Kathy Foley, who 
played softball at Nebraska from 1977-80. 
Her aunt’s Husker background is a main 
reason Southworth also chose to play 
softball at Nebraska. 

“When the time 
came to decide, it 
was pretty early, 
and I was looking 
at Creighton and 
Nebraska, and 
I knew I always 


MEGAN SOUTHWORTH FILE 
Birthdate: February 17, 1991 
Ht: 5-4 | Class: Junior 
Position: Outfielder 


wanted to go to 
Nebraska,” she said. 
“T gave Creighton a 
chance and went on my 
visit, but after my visit I knew 
Nebraska is where I wanted to be.” 


FEBRUARY 24-27 


Travel and Transport Vacations with Husker 
Sports Marketing Present Husker Cruise 
2012! Join Greg Sharpe, Matt Davison and 
Husker legends Johnny Rodgers, Mike 
Rozier, and Eric Crouch! Also joining 
us will be Tommie Frazier, Aaron Graham, 
Zach Wiegert, Rich Glover, Alex Henery, 
Milt Tenopir, and Charlie McBride; plus 
cheerleader alumni, band alumni and 
mascot! There’s nothing like a quick 


getaway in the sun, and there’s no better way 
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— WITHTHE =— 


HUSKERS 


HUSKERCRUISE.COM 


to do it than onboard our Husker cruise ship — 
chartered exclusively for over 2000 Husker 
fans to connect, network, and share their love 
of all things Big Red. Join the Sea of Red on 
the blue sea!” Our 3 Night Bahamas 
cruise sets sail on the Majesty of the Seas. 
Bahamas bound guests will enjoy a newly 
remodeled pool deck, expanded Day Spa & 
Fitness Center, plus tastefully refurbished 
staterooms, featuring luxurious bedding, 


flat-screen TVs and more. 


Huskers Illustrated and Jacob North... 
both are Legends and Leaders. 
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2011 Nebraska Football Schedule 


Sat, Sept. 3 
Sat, Sept. 10 
Sat, Sept. 17 
Sat, Sept. 24 
Sat, Oct. 1 
Sat, Oct. 8 
Sat, Oct. 22 
Sat, Oct. 29 
Sat, Nov. 5 
Sat, Nov. 12 
Sat, Nov. 19 
Fri, Nov. 25 


* Conference Games 


www.jacobnorth.com 


TN at Chattanooga 
Fresno State 
Washington 
Wyoming 
Wisconsin * 

Ohio State * 
Minnesota * 
Michigan State * 
Northwestern * 
Penn State * 
Michigan * 

lowa* 11 a.m. 
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Back to basics 


Ohio State placing emphasis on ground 


i. 


game as Herron returns |reravoouctass 


While it isn’t shaping up to 


be a championship season for 
Ohio State, here’s guessing 
that Woody Hayes might enjoy 
at least one aspect of this 
year’s edition of the Buckeyes. 
After receiving spotty 
quarterback play -- 
particularly in the passing 
game -- from Braxton Miller 
(above) and Joe Bauserman, 
Ohio State relied almost solely 
on its running game to snap 
a two-game losing skid on 
Oct. 15. The Buckeyes ran the 
football on 51-of-55 offensive 
plays for 221 yards to grind 
out a 17-7 road victory at then- 
No. 16-ranked and previously 
undefeated Illinois. 


It was a game plan that 
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. almost certainly would’ve 

; been endorsed by Hayes, 
the late Ohio State coaching 
legend who favored running 
over passing. The Buckeyes’ 
| game plan was bolstered by 
the return of running back 
Dan “Boom” Herron, who 
rushed 23 times for 113 yards 
in his first game back from 

| serving suspensions for two 


' separate NCAA violations. 


“T think our offensive line 


| did a great job,’ Herron told 
the Associated Press. “We 

: didn’t pass the ball a lot. I 
didn’t want to go out there and 
: make crazy things happen, 

| just be patient and let the game 


' come to you.” 


LEADERS 


BACK TO 
THE BOX 


It was back to 
the press box for 
84-year-old Penn 
State coach Joe 
Paterno on Oct. 
15 as the Nittany 


Lions held on fora 


victory over Purdue : 


at Beaver Stadium. 


The college 
football Hall of 
Famer continues 
to recover from 


injuries to his 


shoulder and pelvis in their 28-14 victory. “They weren’t 


that he suffered 
back on Aug. 7. 
Paterno had been 
feeling better and 
returned to the 
sideline for Penn 
State’s 13-3 win 
over lowa on Oct. 
8, but two of his 
players had to pull 
him back to keep 
him out of harm's 
way ona play 
that came near 
the Nittany Lions’ 


sideline. 


said he didn’t want 
to be a distraction 


for his players. 
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KEEP IT CLEAN, PLEASE 


Wisconsin athletics director Barry 


' Alvarez and head football coach Bret 


Bielema have sent an e-mail to all student 


season-ticket holders, urging the Badger 
© fans to keep it clean. 


According to the AP, the e-mail was in 
response to Wisconsin fans, who have a 
tradition of yelling obscenity-laced cheers 
back and forth at Camp Randall Stadium 
in Madison, Wis. The e-mail told students 
to have a good time at the game but to 
lose the four-letter words. 


BIG TEN ROUNDUP 


» After visiting Madison, Wis., 


: for the Oct. 1 Nebraska-Wisconsin 
game, ESPN’s “College GameDay” 


: returned to Big Ten country last 


Saturday to East Lansing, Mich., for 


Michigan State’s home game against 


Wisconsin. 


» Despite taking several hard 


shots -- some legal and some not 


 -- from Michigan State defenders 
_ on Oct. 15, Michigan quarterback 
- Denard Robinson apparently had no 


| problems with the Spartans’ tactics 


: playing dirty,” Robinson said. “It’s a 


dirty game.” 


» Wisconsin is hoping for a healthy 


» return for star wide receiver Nick 


: Toon, who sat out the Badgers’ Oct. 


15 game against Indiana with a left 


_ foot injury. Although it’s the same 


- foot Toon had surgery on in the off- 


season, he’s not expected to miss a 


significant amount of time. 


> Illinois quarterback Nathan 


' Scheelhaase tried to maintain a 
© positive outlook following the 


Fighting Illini’s first loss of the 


season against Ohio State. “Doubters 


ing to say what they can,” 
After that, Paterno : iii ita ni aids 
: Scheelhaase said. “The best thing 
» about Big Ten play and college 
: football is you got another chance to 


: prove yourself next week.” 


Loss of Crick is felt 
by teammates on, 
off the field 


BY MICHAEL BRUNTZ 


When he decided to return for his senior season at 
Nebraska, Jared Crick likely couldn’t have imagined his 
Husker career ending the way it did -- helmet off, being 
helped from the field by two trainers in Nebraska’s sixth 
game of the season. 

After two MRIs revealed a torn pectoral muscle, the 
attention turned to how the injury would affect Crick’s 
professional football aspirations. After all, he’d been 
discussed as a potential first-round draft pick in the 2011 
NFL Draft, one of the most defensive-lineman heavy 
drafts in the history of the league. 

Crick decided to come back for his senior year, a move 
that didn’t necessarily hurt his draft stock, according to 
The Sporting News and Big Ten Network draft expert Russ 
Lande. At the beginning of the 2011 season, Lande saw 
Crick as a potential late-first-round or early second-round 
pick. But Crick struggled in Nebraska’s first six games. 
He could have rebounded with a strong second half of the 
season, but the pectoral injury may leave teams wondering 
what they’ll get, according to Lande. 

The NFL Draft expert now sees Crick as a late second- 
round or early third-round pick unless he can show that 
he’s capable of getting back to the type of player he was in 
2009 and 2010 when he amassed 9.5 sacks in both seasons. 

The thing that makes Crick such an intriguing 


‘1 Crick] 
was such 
a big 
factor for 
our team 
on and 
off the 
field.”’ 
Rex 
Burkhead 


professional prospect is how quick he is on his feet for a player his size and how 


quickly he gets on opposing offensive linemen with his hands. The problem some 


teams see, Lande said, is that Crick struggles to shake blocks and defend the run 


when aggressive offensive linemen get their hands on Crick first — something that 


showed particularly against Wisconsin. Crick’s future in the league is likely as a 


defensive end in a 3-4 scheme, so proving that he can shake blocks and play strong 


against the run will be crucial to ensuring a long career in the league. 


“Teams are betting he’ll be back to where he was when he got hurt and then have 
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to be back to where he was last year when 
he played so well,” Lande said. 

Crick’s career output -- 20 sacks and 
167 career tackles -- not to mention his 
leadership and character should certainly 
catch the eye of NFL executives. 

In the near future, though, Crick can 
still have a significant impact on the 
Nebraska team. Crick was approved for 
a waiver that will allow him to travel 
with the team without counting against 
the 70-team travel-roster limit, and his 
experience and knowledge will be crucial 
for helping Thad Randle and Chase 
Rome as they take Crick’s place. Pelini 
said he wanted to keep Crick in the loop 
following the injury -- something that 
Crick wanted as well. 

“This is important to him. It’s his 
senior year. These are his guys. He’s a 
leader on this football team, so he has 
the right mindset right from the start,” 
Pelini said. “I think that he’ll be around 
all the time; he can help coach up the 
younger guys, and I think he’lI handle it 
the right way. It’s all individual on how 
guys handle a situation like that. But I 
know it’s so important to Jared. He’s so 
strong. He has strong integrity and great 
character. He’ll handle this the right way.” 

Junior running back Rex Burkhead said 
having Crick around, to provide another 
voice of leadership on the defense is crucial. 

“He’s a guy on the team everyone 
really looks up to,” Burkhead said. “Just 
to have his presence around is going to 
help us out on and off the field. Just to 
have that voice around. Just having his 
presence in general it’s huge. He was such 
a big factor for our team on and off the 
field.” N 

Read daily Husker reports from 


Michael Bruntz at HuskersIllustrated.com 


Follow him on Twitter @michaelbruntz 


_ Hundreds of Husker Items. 


SEBRASH 


Miki g0 BIG RED! 


as a 


8,200 Nebraskans got healthier and helped 
their employers save nearly $3 MILLION in 
health care costs as a result of the most 
recent Live Healthy Nebraska Challenge. 


The next Challenge begins September 12. 


Check it out at 
LiveHealthyNebraska.org 
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Chase Rome 


Mixed Martial Arts Benefits NU Defensive Tackle 


Chase Rome has 
tried almost every 
sport. Wrestling. 
Baseball. Basketball. 

“Soccer was 
probably my 
other big one,” 
he said. “T did 
it all.” 

Even mixed 
martial arts. 

His father, 
Wade Rome, 
fought 
professionally 
“for quite a 
number of 
years,” Chase 
said, so he tried 
it, too. 

“I grew up 
following him and 
going to all of the 
fights and events,” 


Rome said. “He’s still 


into it, but he trains 
fighters and trains 
guys. I wasn’t into 


the training aspect of 


it, Just because it’s so 
different than lifting 
weights or running. 
It’s a lot different.” 


And yes, some of 


what Rome learned 
in martial arts does 
transfer to the football 
field. 

“When I got here 
and we were doing 
certain summer and 
winter workouts 


that were more 


: intense, there wasn’t 
anything I hadn’t 

: seen before,” Rome 
said, “because I had 
a trainer all through 


we did the most 
unconventional 
stuff. It was a 
blast.” 

| Rome grew 
up in Florida 
but moved to 
Missouri when 
he was 15. His 


a tele-radiology 
- company that 
reads X-rays 
for hospitals 
: through computers, 
was looking for 
: another location. 
“And we had 
come up to the 
Ozarks for some 
summers before,” he 
said, “so we started 
looking at Missouri.” 


high school, and 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED: What’s 
your favorite martial arts movie? 
ROME: We saw “Warrior.” That was 
really good. I thought it was going to 
be super-corny, and kind of inaccurate. 
It was a good movie. I was surprised. 


HI: What football team did you follow 
growing up? 
ROME:I grew 
up a Gator fan. 
I grew upa 
USC fan, too. 
My parents 
always used 

to go to the 
Orange Bowls, 
and they 
played Iowa 

in the Orange 


Bowl when I 

was young, and 

saw them beat the tar out of Iowa. It 
was one of my first college football 


games.” 


HI: How far is your high school from 
the Missouri campus? 
ROME:1I can walk to Mizzou from my 


high school. We’re not too far at all. 


HI: Do you like or dislike the Tigers? 
ROME:]I don’t really care either way. 
I gave them a look. They recruited 


father, owner of — 


me. They’re a good program and I 
knew Gary Pinkel and Gary’s a really 
nice guy and they’re a good team and 


everything, but it wasn’t for me. 


HI: What’s the worst hurricane you’ve 
been in? 
ROME: I can’t even remember the 


name. There was one where some 
trees were knocked down and the 
town had a curfew. People get so 
worked up about it, but we never had a 
Katrina or anything like that. We had 


our typical hurricanes. 
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by Terry Douglass 


TURNING con 
, v4 


After needing the biggest comeback in program 
history to beat Ohio State in its previous outing, 
Nebraska was looking for a fast start at Minnesota. 

The Cornhuskers were already in good shape, 
leading the Gophers 10-0, when wide receiver 
Kenny Bell brook loose for an 82-yard touchdown 
run on a reverse to give Nebraska a 17-0 advantage 
with 14:38 to play in the second quarter. The 
redshirt freshman’s scoring run sparked a 24-point 
second quarter that put NU ahead 34-0 at halftime 
on its way to a 41-14 victory at TCF Bank 


Stadium. 


“T felt like we had a chance to have a big play 
there,” Nebraska offensive coordinator Tim Beck 
said. “(Minnesota plays) hard and they run to the 
football, so give them credit for doing that. 

“They were really running us down early and 
I felt like we needed to at least slow them down. 
The worst-case scenario with the reverse was that 
we'd at least slow down the pursuit.” 

Instead, Beck’s play-call went for a TD — a fact 
that didn’t seem to surprise Bell. 


“T thought it was going to go, but the most 
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important thing for me was that I got to win with 
my teammates today,” said Bell, whose 82-yard 
score was the longest TD run by a freshman in 
school history. “The reverse for a touchdown was 
cool, but absolutely the most important thing was 
the W with my teammates.” 

The play started as a toss-sweep right to I-back 
Rex Burkhead, who flipped the ball to the speedy 
Bell. The 6-foot-1, 180-pounder from Boulder, 
Colo., did the rest, turning the corner on the 
reverse and eluding two Minnesota defenders 
along the sideline before cutting to the middle of 
the field and crossing the goal line. 

While Nebraska head coach Bo Pelini said the 
Huskers probably didn’t block for Bell as well 
as they could have on the reverse, Bell said his 
teammates did just enough. 

“T actually saw (left tackle) Yoshi Hardrick 
make a tremendous block, which I thought was 
vital,” Bell said. “I don’t think I would’ve made 
it without him — but other than that, I thought I 


could win with speed, so I took off.” 
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ebraska produced season-highs 

with 515 total yards and 346 

rushing yards in a 41-14 victory 

at Minnesota. The Cornhuskers’ 
total offense output bettered their previous 
season high of 490 yards at Wyoming and 
was their most since gaining 540 yards at 
Oklahoma State last season. 

“T think we’re getting used to what type 
of offense we are and what we’re going 
to become,’ Nebraska quarterback Taylor 
Martinez said. 

Nebraska 346 yards rushing topped 
its previous season high of 333 yards, 
also coming at Wyoming. It was the 
biggest rushing day for the Huskers 
since their 451-yard output at Kansas 
State last season and marked its highest 
road total since running for 383 yards at 
Washington, also in 2010. 

“All the credit goes to the offensive 
line,” said Nebraska I-back Rex 
Burkhead, who led Nebraska with 117 
yards rushing on 23 attempts. “Every 
week, we’re trying to run the ball, but 
the offensive line did a tremendous job 
today of opening up the holes and really 
pushing the pile and moving their guys 
away from us. The success we have in the 


backfield is the result of them.” 


NEW WRINKLES 


Coming off a bye week, Nebraska 
offensive coordinator Tim Beck said the 
Huskers used the extra time to continue 
integrating new weapons into the offensive 
game plan to help reduce the workload for 
quarterback Taylor Martinez and I-back 
Rex Burkhead. 

The game plan for Minnesota included 
a reverse to wide receiver Kenny Bell 
that went for an 82-yard touchdown and 
several short, quick passes, including 
a 61-yarder to wide receiver Brandon 
Kinnie on a jailbreak screen. And there 
could be more new wrinkles to come, 
Beck said. 

“Just remember that this is a new offense 
for these kids,” said Beck, who took over 
offensive coordinator duties at Nebraska 
following last season. “These are things 
that the system has and has always had, but 
you'd give your car keys to a 12-year-old, 
right? So you wait until they’re ready for 
it. You keep coaching them and you keep 
teaching them. 

“We had a little extra time and we were 
able to put a few new wrinkles in and we 
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were able to have success with them.” 


TEST-DRIVING GLOVES? 


Nebraska quarterback Taylor Martinez, 
who was wearing gloves on both hands for 
the first time in his collegiate career, 
completed 13 of 22 pass attempts 
for 162 yards and one TD with zero 
interceptions against Minnesota. 

The redshirt sophomore completed 
passes to eight different receivers. 

“Whoever is out there, I just try 
to hit the open guy,” said Martinez 
who also rushed 10 times for 52 yards. “I 
don’t really care who I throw the ball to.” 

So why did Martinez wear gloves when 
the temperature at kickoff was 61 degrees? 

“Just because games are going to be 
colder down the road,” Martinez said. “I’m 
trying to get used to it.” 


FORTUITOUS FUMBLE 


Nebraska reached the end zone for 
the first time against Minnesota when 
quarterback Taylor Martinez hit fullback 
Tyler Legate with a 10-yard TD pass to put 
the Huskers ahead 10-0 with 3:27 left in 
the first quarter. 

The 10-play, 65-yard drive included a 


. 
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Nebraska's offensive players 


said. “(Gray) bobbled the ball and 
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last season in a 31-30 overtime 
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weren't the only ones scoring 
points against Minnesota. The 
Huskers’ 24-point second-quarter 
onslaught included a defensive TD 
as Gophers’ quarterback MarQueis 
Gray's fumble was scooped up 
by NU safety Austin Cassidy and 
returned 11 yards for a score, putting 
his team ahead 27-0 with 9:34 left in 
the second quarter. 

“| think | was just in the right 
place at the right time,” Cassidy 


it slipped out of his hands right in 
front of me and | couldn't grab it 
the first bounce. | kind of kicked it 
to myself — kind of kicked it away 
from everyone else — and | ended 
up grabbing it on the second time. 

“l almost went down, but the end 
zone was so close | didn’t think | was 
going to let myself go down.” 

Itwas the second defensive score 
of Cassidy's career. The senior also 
had an interception return for a TD 


victory at lowa State. 

“It's pretty cool, but just helping 
the team, that’s the most important 
thing. The lowa State touchdown 
may have been alittle bigger with 
how close that game was, but this 
one equally exciting. 

“Being a defensive guy, you don't 
get to score too many touchdowns, 
so to have two touchdowns is pretty 
cool.” 


fumbled option pitch from Martinez that 
glanced off the hands of I-back Ameer 
Abdullah and bounced forward out of bounds 
for a NU first down on a fourth-and-1! play at 
the Gophers’ 13-yard line. 

Minnesota coach Jerry Kill argued the 
ruling, but referee Todd Geerlings said in a 
statement following the game that Martinez’s 
pitch was a “backward pass” and “Rule 
72-4A of the NCAA football rule book 
states that when a backward pass goes out 
of bounds between the goal lines, the ball 
belongs to the passing team at the out-of- 
bounds spot.” 

“T didn’t understand the rule myself that 
it’s not a fumble, it’s a backwards pass,” 
Nebraska coach Bo Pelini said. “Because it 
was, obviously, not intentional — (Abdullah) 


didn’t intentionally slap the ball forward — 
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the ruling is that it’s where the ball goes out 


of bounds.” 


KEY STRETCH 


With several key games approaching 
on Nebraska’s schedule, including next 
Saturday’s home contest with Legends 
Division leader Michigan State, Nebraska 
head coach Bo Pelini said he likes what he’s 
seeing in the Huskers’ approach. 

“We're going to get what we earn and 
we’ve got to earn it each and every day (and) 
we’ve got to earn it during the week,” Pelini 
said. “If we prepare well, we'll be fine. We’ve 
just got to keep preparing well. 

“We've got to keep working to get better 
every day — just like anybody else out there. 
There’s nobody that’s a finished product right 


now. We’ve got to keep working to get there.” 
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DEFENSIVE EXECUTION 

Nebraska's defense shut Minnesota out 
in the first half and allowed the Gophers 
254 total yards, marking the Huskers’ best 
defensive performance since the season 
opener when NU limited Chattanooga to 
230 total yards on Sept. 3. 

“| think we've come a long way,’ 
Nebraska head coach Bo Pelini said. “Our 
guys are understanding where their help 
is, they're playing the correct leverages, 
they're playing with better technique and 
fundamentals and that’s what it comes 
down to. It’s not what you do, it's how 
you do it. 

“When we've struggled, we've been 
our own worst enemy. When we do our 
thing the right way, we're on the same 
page and we communicate (and) we play 
the way we've been taught, we execute 


well’ 


WORTH NOTING 

>» Nebraska's 34-0 halftime lead tied for its 
largest halftime lead in Bo Pelini’s three- 
plus seasons as head coach. The Huskers 
also led 34-0 at halftime of a 55-0 win over 
Louisiana-Lafayette in Lincoln in 2009. 

> Junior I-back Rex Burkhead rushed for 
117 yards to become the 26th Nebraska 
player to eclipse 2,000 career rushing 
yards. Meanwhile, Huskers’ sophomore 
quarterback Taylor Martinez passed for 
162 yards, increasing his career passing 
total to 2,807 yards and overtaking Scott 
Frost (2,677 career passing yards) to move 
within 8 yards of Steve Taylor (2,815 yards) 
for 10th place on the NU's career passing 
list. 

>» Nebraska's game captains were junior 
tight end Ben Cotton, junior linebacker 
Will Compton, senior defensive tackle 
Terrence Moore and junior linebacker 


Graham Stoddard. 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: 1) Freshman quarterback Brion Carnes throws a pass. Nebraska's big lead allowed 
a number of reserve players to see significant action. Photo by Aaron Babcock 2) Jamal Turner is unable to hold on to a 
touchdown pass. Photo by Scott Bruhn 3) Jared Allen (right) of the Minnesota Vikings shakes hands with injured Husker Jared 
Crick. Photo by Scott Bruhn 4) Sophomore Quincy Enunwa reacts after being unable to hold on to a possible touchdown catch. 
Photo by Scott Bruhn 5) Tight end Ben Cotton looks for running room after making a catch. Photo by Scott Bruhn 
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RUSHING OFFENSE: nebraska clicked in the firsthalf behind strong running 


from Rex Burkhead. Burkhead ran tough between the tackles, grinding out 77 yards on 
14 carries and one touchdown in the first half and picking up important first downs in 
the second half. Offensive coordinator Tim Beck opened his playbook somewhat early in 
the second quarter, dialing up a reverse play for Kenny Bell that took advantage of the Gophers 
aggressiveness and resulted in an 82-yard touchdown run that broke Minnesota's spirits. The 
only problems in the running game for the Huskers came inside the red zone, where the Huskers 
had trouble cashing in touchdowns on two drives. We'd like to see continued improvement from 
Taylor Martinez in the option pitch game after Martinez twice made poor pitches that nearly 
resulted in turnovers. 


PASSING OFFENSE: martinez had an efficient game, hitting receivers, and 
even on most incompletions, putting the ball where his receivers had a chance to make a 
play. Martinez curiously came out wearing gloves on both hands, but threw the ball well. 
His biggest pass play of the day came in the second quarter when he hit Brandon Kinnie 
ona short pass that Kinnie turned into a 61-yard gain. As he did in the second half against 
Ohio State, Beck put Martinez in positions to be successful, getting the ball out of his hands and 
quickly into those of his speedy receivers. Minnesota chose to play Nebraska’s receivers man-to- 
man, and the Huskers took advantage, hitting quick routes that turned into big gains. 


RUSHING DEFENSE: from the beginning, the Huskers rotated linemen, 


keeping them fresh to deal with a Minnesota offense that couldn't cross midfield until 
just over 8 minutes remained in the first half. By then the score was 27-0 and the primary 
question was whether the Huskers could maintain their defensive focus. Quarterback 
MarQueis Gray ran 30 yards off the left side to get the ball to Nebraska 28-yard line, and 
the Gophers reached the 19-yard line before a mishandled snap on fourth-and-1 cost them 7 
yards. Redshirted freshman Chase Rome got his first start as a Husker, replacing Jared Crick. Safety 
Austin Cassidy picked up a fumble and returned it 11 yards for Nebraska's third touchdown, so 
credit that to the rush defense as well. 


PASSING DEFENSE: befensive backs coach Corey Raymond said at mid- 


week he expected Minnesota to throw the ball down the field, even though it hadn't 
been a threat to do so in six previous games. “Why wouldn't you?” Raymond said, 
referring to Nebraska's inconsistent play in the secondary, and specifically the shuffling of 
cornerbacks to find the right fit with senior Alfonzo Dennard. This week, the opportunity 
went to sophomore Stanley Jean-Baptiste, who went into the season playing wide receiver. Jean- 
Baptiste held his own, though the Gophers’ offense didn’t exactly fill the air with footballs when 
the game’s outcome was still in doubt — roughly a few minutes into the first quarter. Minnesota 
set up its first touchdown against Nebraska since 1984 with some trickery and a 53-yard pass. But 
it mattered little by then. 


KICKING/SPECIAL TEAMS: Nebraska's special teams units played 


well, keeping the Golden Gophers from making any game changing plays in the return 
game. Brett Maher was his normally steady self in the kicking game, making a 22-yarder 
and a 25-yarder in the first half. The only blemish for the special teams unit came early 
in the first half when Maher missed a 51-yard field goal wide right. Maher's only misses 
on the season have come on kicks of 50 yards or longer. Nebraska struggled somewhat in the 
punt return game, particularly in the first half, allowing a ball to nearly bounce off a blocker. The 
coaching staff replaced Abdullah with Burkhead on one return, but he later returned to the game. 


os Cavd 


Husléew 


AaronBabcock MikeBabcock MichaelBruntz Terry Douglass 


Matt Davison 


Kevin Kugler 
Last Week, Season (6-2, 46-9) (5-3, 45-10) (3-5, 43-12) (6-2, 43-12) (4-4, 43-12) (4-4, 44-11) 
Michigan State at Nebraska NU 20-17 NU 27-24 NU 24-21 MSU 24-21 NU 28-21 NU 34-27 
Illinois at Penn State PSU 24-17 PSU 28-17 PSU 27-21 PSU 17-13 PSU 27-14 PSU 28-24 
Oklahoma at Kansas State KSU 28-27 OU 42-20 OU 41-31 OU 44-27 OU 31-21 OU 45-27 
Stanford at USC STAN 35-24 STAN 49-28 STAN 37-28 STAN 45-20 STAN 45-21 STAN 37-27 
Clemson at Georgia Tech CLEM 33-21 CLEM 35-31 CLEM 41-24 GT 35-31 CLEM 51-21 CLEM 41-31 
Wisconsin at Ohio State OSU 24-21 UW 45-15 UW 37-20 UW 28-17 UW 31-10 UW 27-24 
Missouri at Texas A&M A&M 31-21 A&M 42-28 A&M 30-21 A&M 37-27 A&M 42-28 A&M 37-21 
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INDIVIDUA TISTICS 


SUMMARY 


SCORING 


October 22, 2011 
TCF Bank Stadium, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Attendance: 49,187 


1 2 3 4 - 

NEBRASKA 10 | 24 7 0 4 

MINNESOTA 0 0 Ti 7 14 
/Q1} 8:03 NEB - Maher, Brett 22 yd field goal, "er 


11-47 4:09 3-0 


3:27 NEB - Legate, Tyler 10 yd pass from 10 0 
Martinez, T. (Maher, Brett kick), 10-65 3:36 10-0 


102| 14:38 NEB - Bell, Kenny 82 yd run (Maher, 17 
Brett kick), 1-82 0:15 17-0 
9:49 NEB - Maher, Brett 25 yd field goal, 20 
6-68 2:06 20-0 


9:34 NEB - Cassidy, Austin 11 yd fumble 27 
recovery (Maher, Brett kick) 27 - 0 
0:33 NEB - Burkhead, Rex 4 yd run (Maher, | 34 
Brett kick), 14-73 5:35 34-0 

103 | 06:45 MINN - Gray, MarQueis 5 yd run 34 
(Hawthorne,Chris kick), 4-57 1:56 34-7 
0:39 NEB - Green, Aaron 4 yd run (Bondi, 41 
Mauro kick), 17-91 6:06 41 - 7 


104] 01:41 MINN - Bennett, Duane 6 yd run 41 14 
(Hawthorne,Chris kick), 16-89 7:59 41 - 14 


N N OO GO GO © 


TEAM STATS ccs sce 


FIRST DOWNS 27 11 
Rushing 20 i 
Passing vé 4 
Penalty 0 0 

NET YARDS RUSHING 346 132 
Rushing Attempts 56 39) 
Average Per Rush 6.2 3.4 
Rushing Touchdowns 3 2 
Yards Gained Rushing 355 156 
Yards Lost Rushing 9 24 

NET YARDS PASSING 169 122 
Comp-Att-Int 14-23-0 9-18-0 
Average Per Attempt 73. 6.8 
Average Per Completion 12.1 13!6 
Passing Touchdowns 1 0 

TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 515 254 
Total offense plays 79 57 
Average Gain Per Play 6.5 45 

Fumbles: Number-Lost 2-0 3-1 

Penalties: Number-Yards 5-43 5-55 

PUNTS-YARDS 2-49 6-199 
Average Yards Per Punt 24.5 Bae 
Net Yards Per Punt 24.5 33.2 
Inside 20 1 1 
50+ Yards 0 0 
Touchbacks 0 0 
Fair catch 0 2 

KICKOFFS-YARDS 8-519 3-196 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 64.9 65.3 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 40.5 54.3 
Touchbacks 0 0 

Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 0-0-0 0-0-0 
Average Per Return 0.0 0.0 

Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 2-33-0 8-195-0 
Average Per Return 16.5 24.4 

Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 0-0-0 0-0-0 

Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 1-11-1 0-0-0 


Miscellaneous Yards 0 0 


Possession Time Biles) 28:08 
Third-Down Conversions 8 of 17 7 of 15 
Fourth-Down Conversions 3 of 3 1 of 2 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances Ses) 2-5) 
Touchdowns 355) 23 
Field goals PS) 0-3 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 0-0 0-0 
PAT Kicks Bis) 2-2 
Field Goals Aes} 0-0 
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NEBRASKA 


RUSHING NO GAIN LOST NET TD LG AVG 
Burkhead, Rex 23. °«117 0 117 lio es 
Bell, Kenny fl 82 0 82 1 82 82.0 
Martinez, Taylor 10 60 8 52 0 18 5.2 
Heard, Braylon 7 4B 1 42 0 22 6.0 
AbdiMtah; Aiea 730 OO oo a 
Green, Aaron 6 20 0 20 1 3.3 
Legate, Tyler 1 3 0 OS 3,0 
Jones, Austin. AO 08 
Totals 56 9355 9 346 BEO2 ee O.2: 
Martinez, Taylor 13-22-0 162 1 61 0 
Carnes, Brion 1-1-0 7 0 7 0 
Totals cy ; 14-23-0 169 | dl i 61 : 0 i 
Bell, Kenny 4 25 0 9 
Kinnie, Brandon 7 58 0 61 
Cotton, Ben 2 25 0 7 
Turner, Jamal 2 20 0 B 
Cooper, Khiry 1 16 0 16 
Legate, Tyler 1 10 1 10 
Marlowe, Tim 1 8 0 8 
Enunwa, Quincy 1 7 0 uh 
eee ras lee 


PUNTS NO YDS AVG LONG IN20 TB 
2 ) 


Maher, Brett 49 24.5 28 1 
PUNTS KICKOFFS INTERCEPTIONS 
RETURNS NO YDS LG NO YDS LG NO YDS LG 


Marlowe, Tim 0 0 0 2) ky 7h} 0 o oO 


FIELD GOALS QTR __TIME DISTANCE __RES 
Maher, Brett 1st 08:03 22 yards Good 
Maher, Brett 2nd 09:49 25 yards Good 
Maher, Brett 3rd 11:59 5lyards Missed 
Cassidy, Austin 3 3 6 - - - 1- - - 
David,Lavonte 2 4 6 18 0- - - 

Smith, P.J. 415 - 
Green,Andrew 1 4 5 - 

Jackson, Harvey 3 1 4 - - - 
Martin, Eric sh vs 1-4 

Stafford, D. 22 4 - 
May,Mathew 3 0 3 - 
Thorell,Lance 3 0 3 ih eo 
Jean-Baptiste,S.3 0 3 - 

Randle, T. (| 8} - 
Ankrah,Jason 1 2 3 1 - 

Meredith, C. 202 - 

Compton, Will 2 0 2 12 - - - 
Washington,D. 1 0 1 - 
Williams,Josh 1 0 1 - 

Dennard, A. 101 - 
Steinkuler,B. 1 0 1 a | 
Fisher, Sean i] oy 4 - 
Evans,Ciante 1 0 1 sel 
Bondi,Mauro 0 1 1 - 
Cooper,Corey 0 1 1 - 
Blatchford,J. 0 1 1 - 

Rome, Chase 011 - 

Bell, Kenny 000 - 10 0=—- - 
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MINNESOTA 


RUSHING NO GAIN LOST NET 1D LG AVG 
Gray, MarQueis 7 83 16 67 1 30 3.9 
Bennett, Duane 12 55 0 55 1 al) 46) 
Kirkwood 8 18 1 7 0 4 241 
Jones, Marcus 1 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
TEAM 1 0 7 7 0 Oo -7.0 
Remar... A Seer 
Gray, MarQueis 9-18-0 122 0 53 0 
RECEIVING NO YARDS 1D LONG 
McKnight, DaJon 2 77 0 53 
Crawford-Tufts 2 7 0 12 
Jones, Marcus i 9 0 9 
Green, Brandon ‘J 6 0 6 
McGarry, Collin Sa ice Mama ots, Osteen Coe 
Totals ) 122 0 53 
Orseske, Dan 6 199 33.2 40 1 0 
PUNTS KICKOFFS INTERCEPTIONS 


RETURNS NO YDS LG 
Jones, Marcus 0 0 0 3 
Bennett, Duane 0 0 0 5 


DEFENSE TS AT TT SACK-YD TFL-YD FF FR-YD INT-YD BU BLK QBH 


Cooper,Keanon 4 8 12. - - - a i) = = 
10 - A eee eee <e 
See 4 


NO YDS LG NO YDS LG 
92 48 0 oo 
103 26 0 oo 


Royston, Kim 4 


Henderson, Kyle 7 


> 


6 
1 
Tinsley, Gary 3 
Rallis, Mike Aye2} 
Edwards,L. 24 
CThompson al pi 
Lewis, Christyn 2 2 
Amaefula 13 
Vereen,Brock 0 4 
Carter, M. 30 
Jacobs, Anthony 3 0 
Kirksey,Brandon1 2 
Hill, Aaron 20 
Manuel,James 1 1 
Reeves, Spencer 1 1 
Hageman ty 
Haviland,Chase 0 2 
Salamon, Shady 1 0 
Perry, Ben 01 
1 


ese seNnnnnnwww be FU DA AN © 


Botticelli ) 


|DEPTH CHART 


2011 Nebraska 


Numerical Roster/Depth Chart Husker Offense Husker Defense 
No. Name............. Position , No. Name............. Position Wide Receiver (X) : Defensive End 

1 KhiryCooper.......0., WR : 45  AlonzoWhaley......... LB #80) Kenny Bell, 6-1, 180, RFr. -- OR -- : (#9) — Jason Ankrah, 6-4, 265, So. -- OR -- 
1 HarveyJackson.......... S$ : 46 SamBurtch........... WR #84) Brandon Kinnie, 6-3, 225, Sr. : (#46) Eric Martin, 6-2, 260, Jr. 

2 AntonioBell........... CB: 46 EricMartin..... 0.0.00. DE : (#7) — Joseph Carter, 6-5, 250, Jr. 

2 AaronGreen............ IB } 47 WalkerAshbumn......... DE Left Tackle 

3 TaylorMartinez......... QB: 48 TylerLegate........... FB #50) Jermarcus Hardrick, 6-7, 320, Sr. : Defensive Tackle 

3 Daimion Stafford .......... Si 48 TobiOkuyemi.......... DE #71) Jeremiah Sirles, 6-6, 320, So. : (#94) Jared Crick, 6-6, 285, Sr. 

4 _LavonteDavid.......... LB : 49 MattManninger......... LB : (#90) Terrence Moore, 6-3, 290, Sr. 
5  BraylonHeard........... IB } 50 BroderickBoehm........ LB Left Guard : (#97) Chase Rome, 6-3, 295, RFr. 
5 JoshMitchell .......... CB : 50 Jermarcus Hardrick....... OL #63) Andrew Rodriguez, 6-6, 325, So. : 

6  CoreyCooper........... S : 51  BrandonChapek........ OL #77) Seung Hoon Choi, 6-2, 290, ur. : Defensive Tackle 

6 TimMarlowe.......... WR : 51 WillCompton........... LB #79) Brandon Thompson, 6-6, 300, Jr. : (#55) Baker Steinkuhler, 6-6, 290, ur. 
7 TaariqAllen... 2.2.2... WR : 52 RyanKlachko.......... OL : (#53) Thaddeus Randle, 6-1, 300, So. 
7 ~~ dosephCarter.......... DE : 52 J.C.Moore........... DE Center : 

8  AmeerAbdullah.......... IB } 53 AdamKucera.......... OL #58) Mike Caputo, 6-1, 275, Sr. : Defensive End 

8 AustinCassidy .......... S : 53 ThaddeusRandle........ DT #62) Cole Pensick, 6-2, 275, So. : (434) Cameron Meredith, 6-4, 260, Jr. 
9  JasonAnkrah.......... DE : 54 AaronHayes........... OL : (#98) Josh Williams, 6-4, 260, Jr. 

9 Tyson Broekemeier....... QB : 55 Baker Steinkuhler........ DT Right Guard : 

10 JamalTumer.......... WR i 56 MarkPelini;... 2.2.2... OL #61) Spencer Long, 6-4, 305, So. : BUCK 

10 DijonWashington........ CB : 57 ToddPeatur........... DT #68) Jake Cotton, 6-6, 295, RFr. : (#42) Sean Fisher, 6-6, 235, ur. 

11 CurenskiGilleylen......... IB } 57 ZachSteup........... OL : (#45) Alonzo Whaley, 6-1, 235, Jr. 
11 AndrewGreen.......... CB : 58 MikeCaputo........... OL Right Tackle : (#38) Graham Stoddard, 6-2, 235, Jr. 
12 RonKelloggill.......... QB i 59 WillSailos............ OL #73) Tyler Moore, 6-6, 290, Fr. : 

12  CourtneyOsborne ........ S$ : 59 ColbyStarkebaum....... LB #78) Marcel Jones, 6-7, 315, Sr. i MIKE 

13 DanielDavie........... DB : 59 BrianThorson.......... OL #76) Brent Qvale, 6-7, 320, So. : (#51) Will Compton, 6-2, 230, Jr. 
13: CPMLSMUth: sanctus sere es S : 61 SpencerLong.......... OL : (#43) Trevor Roach, 6-2, 235, RFr. 
14 LesterWard........... FB: 61 JeffUher... 20.0.2... DT Tight End : (#41) David Santos, 6-0, 205, Fr. 
15 BrionCarnes.......... QB : 62 ColePensick.......... OL #81) Ben Cotton, 6-6, 255, Jr. -- OR -- : 

15 AlfonzoDennard........ CB i 62 NathanielAllen......... DL #25) Kyler Reed, 6-3, 230, Jr. > WILL 

16 YusefWade........... DB : 63 AndrewRodriguez....... OL #41) Jake Long, 6-4, 240, So. -- OR -- : (#4) — Lavonte David, 6-1, 225, Sr. 
17 CianteEvans .......... CB i 65 RyneReeves.......... OL #37) Kevin Thomsen, 6-2, 245, Sr. : (#36) Mathew May, 6-1, 215, Sr. 
18 QuincyEnunwa......... WR : 66 GivensPrice........... OL : (#32) Jim Ebke, 6-0, 205, Sr. 

19 MikeMarrow .......... FB: 67 ScottCriss........... OL Wide Receiver (Z) : 

19 WilRichards............ S : 67 SamMeginnis.......... LS #18) Quincy Enunwa, 6-2, 210, So. : Dime 

21. BronsonMarsh.......... Si 68 JakeCotton........... OL #1) — Khiry Cooper, 6-2, 195, Jr. : (#39) Justin Blatchford, 6-1, 200, ur. 
21 StevenOsbore......... WR: 68 JoshMolek........... DT : (#23) Lance Thorell, 6-1, 200, Sr. 
22 RexBurkhead........... IB } 69 Brodrick Nickens........ OL Wide Receiver (A) : 

22 Derek Slaughter......... LB : 70 KennyAnderson........ DE #10) Jamal Turner, 6-1, 180, Fr. : Left Cornerback 

23. LanceThorell.......... DB : 70 NickAsh............. OL #6) — Tim Marlowe, 5-10, 175, Jr. : (46) — Corey Cooper, 6-1, 210, RFr. 
24 MuratKuzu........... RB : 71 JeremiahSires......... OL : (#17) Ciante Evans, 5-11, 185, So. 
24 Austin Wiliams ......... DB : 72 JustinJackson......... OL Quarterback : (#5) Josh Mitchell, 5-11, 165, RFr. 
25 JoeyFelici.........0.., DB : 73 TylerMoore........... OL #3) Taylor Martinez, 6-1, 200, So. i 

25 KylerReed............ TE : 74 MikeMoudy........... OL #15) Brion Carnes, 6-1, 200, RFr. i Safety 

26 AnthonyRidder......... QB : 75 LukeLingenfelter........ OL #12) Ron Kellogg Ill, 6-1, 215, So. : (#8) Austin Cassidy, 6-1, 210, Sr. 
26 Tyler Wullenwaber ....... WR: 76 BrentQvale........... OL : 13) PJ. Smith, 6-2, 210, ur. 

27 JonDamkroger.......... P : 77 SeungHoonChoi........ OL Fullback i 

28 AustinJones........... IB | 78 MarcelJones...... 2... OL #48) Tyler Legate, 5-10, 235, Jr. : Safety 

29 SethJameson.......... DB : 79 BrandonThompson....... OL #31) C.J. Zimmerer, 6-0, 235, So. : (#3) Daimion Stafford, 6-1, 210, ur. 
29 Collins Okafor........... IB i 80 KennyBell............ WR : (#12) Courtney Osborne, So., 6-3, 200, So. 
30 Derek Foster... ........ DB : 80 AndyGdowski.......... DE l-Back : (H) — Harvey Jackson, 6-2, 205, RFT. 
30 Richard Wynnedr. .... 2... IB: 81 BenCottn.........., TE #22) Rex Burkhead, 5-11, 210, Jr i 

31 JaseDean............ CB : 82 RobertBary........... TE #8) Ameer Abdullah, 5-9, 180, Fr. : Right Cornerback 

31 Cu. Zimmerer.. 2... 2... FB : 83 Stanley Jean-Baptiste... . CB #5) Braylon Heard, 5-11, 180, Fr.--OR-- (#15) Alfonzo Dennard, 5-10, 205, Sr. 
32. JimEbke ............ LB : 84 BrandonKinnie......... WR #2) — Aaron Green, 5-11, 190, Fr. -- OR -- : (#11) Andrew Green, 6-0, 190, So. 
32 Marcus Mendoza........ CB : 85 KCHyland............ WR #28) Austin Jones, 5-10, 210, Jr. i 

33 ColinMcDermott........ FB : 87 TaylorDixon........... WR 

34 CameronMeredith....... DE : 88 TylerEvans........... WR 

35 AndrewHolt........... DB 22 "89: UT: Kettise h5 ke Ga wek ys TE 

35 JayMartin... 2.6... TE : 89 ConorMcDermott........ DE 

36 MathewMay .......... LB : 90 TerrenceMoore......... DT iali 

36 EddieRidder .......... TE : 91 DonovanVestal......... DE Husker Specialists : 

37. MauroBondi.......... PK : 92 PJ.Mangieri.......... LS | Place-Kicker ; Long Snapper 
37 KevinThomsen......... TE : 92 KevinWiliams.......... DT #96) Brett Maher, 6-0, 185, Jr. : (#92) P.J. Mangieri, 6-4, 240, Jr., Peoria, Ill. 
38 Graham Stoddard........ LB : 94 JaredCrick........005 DT #37) Mauro Bondi, 6-0, 190, Fr. i #67) Sam Meginnis, 6-2, 230, Jr. 
39 Justin Blatchford ......... S : 95 JackGangwish......... LB i 

40 MaxPiman........0.. LB : 96 BrettMaher.......... P/PK | Holder = ; Kickott 

40 ZachTaylor......... 00. IB | 97 ChaseRome.......... DT #8) — Austin Cassidy, 6-1, 210, Jr. (#96) Brett Maher, 6-0, 185, Jr. -- OR -- 
41 JakeLong.... 0.2.0.0. TE : 97 Joseph Rotherham....... LS ; (#37) Mauro Bondi, 6-0, 190, Fr. 

41 DavidSantos.......... LB : 98 DavidSutton.......... TE Punter i 

42 SeanFisher........... LB : 98 JoshWilliams.......... DE #96) Brett Maher, 6-0, 185, Jr. i Kickoff/Punt Retum 

43 TrevorRoach.......... LB: 99 JayGu............, DT (#37) Mauro Bondi, 6-0, 190, Fr. : (#8) Ameer Abdullah, 5-9, 180, Fr. 


44 Micah Kreikemeier ....... LB: : (#6) Tim Marlowe, 5-10, 175, ur. 
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STATE 


Michigan State Spartans 


MSU wraps up brutal stretch with road 
game at Nebraska | tere oovs.ass 


While much was made about 
the difficulty of Nebraska’s first 
Big Ten schedule, one could 
argue that no conference team 
had a tougher stretch than the 
one Michigan State has had to 
navigate in October. 

The Spartans began the 


month with a 10-7 road victory 


at defending Big Ten champion 
Ohio State on Oct. | before 
returning home to knock off 
rival and previously unbeaten 
Michigan 28-14 on Oct. 15. 
Michigan State’s reward for its 
solid start in league play was 
a home game against highly 
ranked Wisconsin and then an 


Oct. 29 road trip to Legends 
Division foe Nebraska. 

If they can emerge from 
October in relatively good 
shape, the good news for the 
Spartans is a somewhat easier 
November. MSU closes with 
Minnesota, Iowa, Indiana and 
Northwestern. 


— 


Through the first six games of the season, Kirk Cousins ranked third in the league in passing yards per 
game (219.5 ypg) and fourth in pass efficiency (219.5). 
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MARK DANTONIO 
Resume: Mark 
| | Dantonio, a former 

Be) Ohio State defensive 
coordinator (2001-2003) 
and Cincinnati head coach (2004-2006), 
has been head coach at Michigan State 
since 2007. He won 38 of his first 58 
games at MSU, including an 11-2 mark 
last season, which resulted in a No. 14 


finish in the final AP poll. 
a] 


KNOW YOUR FOE 
Kirk Cousins, QB, 6-3, 205, Sr. 

A third-year starter 
for Michigan State at 
quarterback, Cousins 
entered the Wisconsin 


game completing 

65.9 percent of his pass attempts for 
1,317 yards and eight TDs with four 
interceptions. The senior passed for more 
than 2,600 yards each of the past two 
seasons. 


Edwin Baker, RB, 5-9, 210, Jr. 


~ . Baker got off to a 
Be | slow start in his bid fora 


FT soy 


» @ second consecutive 1,000- 
\d | yard rushing season, 
failing to top the 100-yard 
mark in his first five games. However, 
the junior broke out with a 167-yard 


performance against Michigan. 


Denicos Allen, LB, 5-10, 220, So. 

Allen was Michigan 
State’s third-leading 
tackler through the first 
half of the regular season 
with 32 total stops but has 
a knack for making big plays. He had a 
team-high 4.5 sacks and 9.5 tackles for 
loss in his first six contests. 


2011 SCHEDULE 

9/2 Youngstown St. W, 28-6 
9/10 Florida Atlantic W, 44-0 
9/17 at Notre Dame L, 31-13 
9/24 Central Michigan W, 45-7 
10/1 at Ohio St. W, 10-7 
10/15 Michigan W, 28-14 
10/22 Wisconsin 

10/29 at Nebraska 

11/5 Minnesota 

11/12 atlowa 

11/19 Indiana 

11/26 at Northwestern 
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Abdullah 
Models 


Returns After 


Legendary 
Husker 


meer Abdullah has 
seen film of Johnny 
Rodgers. That 
stands to reason. 
Rodgers set the 
standard for punt returners, and 
not just at Nebraska. 
The “Jet” returned seven 


Zone 


punts for touchdowns in three 
seasons as a Husker. Freshmen 
weren't eligible for varsity 
competition during his time. 

Rodgers’ success as a punt 
returner was a result of “his 
ability to make the first 
guy miss every time,” said 
Abdullah, who has earned the 
job as a freshman. 

“That’s what I try to do in 
my game. I feel like if I can 
make the first guy miss on 
punt return, it’s the easiest 
return after that because the 
two gunners are the only guys 
who (are) really out there with 
a head start to make the tackle. 
Other than that, it’s big linemen 
in between, and you can always 
out-run them or make a move 


NS 


a TR 
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on those guys.” 

If he can make the 
gunners miss, “it should be a 
touchdown,” Abdullah said. 
He ranked 24th nationally in 
punt returns midway through 
the season, averaging 10.2 yards 
per return. 

Abdullah ranked third 
nationally in kickoff returns, 
averaging 31.9 yards. He had 
a 100-yard kickoff return for a 
touchdown in the second game 
against Fresno State. 

“On kickoff, I feel like you 
can’t tip-toe around. You got 
to hit it because those guys are 
coming full-speed,” he said. 
“You're starting at a dead stop. 
You don’t have any momentum 
really built up, so it’s like you’ve 


Owen Frank (B) vs. Kansas State, Oct. 14,1911............. 105 
Ameer Abdullah (IB) vs. Fresno State, Sept. 10, 2011....... 100 
Niles Paul (WB) at Oklahoma State, Oct. 23, 2010 ........... 100 
Ron Clark (HB) at Kansas State, Oct. 8,1949............... 100 
Joe Walker (ROV) vs. Louisiana Tech, Aug. 29, 1998......... 99 
Tyrone Hughes (WB) at Kansas State, Oct.6,1990 .......... 99 
Keith Jones (IB) vs. Kansas, Nov. 16, 1985................. 98 
Johnny Rodgers (WB) vs. Texas A&M, Sept. 25, 1971........ 98 
Cortney Grixby (CB) vs. Kansas State, Nov. 10, 2007......... 94 
Mike Rozier (IB) at Kansas State, Nov. 7, 1981.............. 93 
Willie Ross (HB) vs. Miami, Dec. 15, 1962*................. 92 
Pat Fischer (HB) vs. Penn State, Sept. 20, 1958............. 92 
Bob Smith (HB) at Missouri, Oct. 27, 1951.................. 92 
*Gotham Bowl 

Eric Hagg (DB) vs. Texas, Oct. 16, 2010.................0. 95 

Bobby Newcombe (WB) vs. Missouri, Sept. 30,2000 ......... 94 

Johnny Rodgers (WB) at Oklahoma State, Oct. 23,1971 ...... 92 

DeJuan Groce (CB) vs. Missouri, Oct. 12, 2002.............. 89 

Nate Swift (WR) vs. Virginia Tech, Sept. 27, 2008............ 88 

Dave Butterfield (CB) vs. TCU, Sept. 25,1976 .............. 87 

Pat Fischer (HB) vs. Oklahoma State, Nov. 12, 1960.......... 84 

DeJuan Groce (CB) vs. Troy State, Aug. 31, 2002............ 83 

Irving Fryar (WB) at Hawaii, Dec. 4, 1982 .................. 82 

Ron Clark (HB) at Penn State, Oct. 15, 1949................ 82 

Don Bloom (HB) vs. Kansas State, Nov. 6, 1948............. 82 

*All touchdowns 
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got to hit it and get what you can, right off the bat.” 

Though he had more success on kickoff returns early in 
the season, Abdullah said returning punts probably would 
be his preference, if he had to pick one or the other. 

“T think punt return is very, very exciting,” he said. 

“You hear the crowd behind you. You're the only guy 
back there.” 

But then, “kick return is also exciting,” said Abdullah. 

Whether returning punts or kickoffs, the key is 
“aggression, really, hitting the holes hard,” he said. “It’s not 
all about flat-out speed, like Devin Hester.” 

Hester is a kick returner and wide receiver for the NFL's 
Chicago Bears. 

As for national rankings and statistics, “I don’t really 
look into the numbers,” Abdullah said. “I just want to win 
at the end of the day, so I don’t really look into it. But I 
wouldn’t say I was really surprised because I know how 
hard I work. I know what the coaches expect from me.” 
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DEVIN FULLER 


NOTEBOOK 


Sartor Hamann 
presents 


| BY KRIS KNOWLTON 
RECRUITING EDITOR, 


HUSKERSILLUSTRATED.COM 


Whats Next? 


Small 2012 recruiting class allows Nebraska coaches 
option to be selective 


Kris Knowlton projects Nebraska's 
needs and possible signees at each 


position 


Quarterback: 1-2 

Husker fans should feel 
good about where Nebraska 
stands at this position after 
earning a commitment from 
3-star Tommy Armstrong. 
After leading Cibolo Steele 
High School to a Texas 
5A state championship 
last season, Armstrong 
has his team undefeated 
through seven games 
during his senior year. He’s 
passed for 885 yards and 
14 touchdowns with no 


interceptions while rushing 


for 586 yards and 
five touchdowns, 
averaging more 
than 10 yards per 
carry. He’s sporting 
a 62-percent 
completion 


percentage. 


Devin Fuller is also 


very high on the 


for the Ohio State 


after the season. The 
Huskers will also 
host 4-star Anthony 
Alford for the 
Northwestern game 


on Nov. 5. 


Running back: 0 
| With a small recruiting 


: class of about 17 players 


expected in 2012 and a stable 
- of young backs already on the 
roster, the Huskers will likely | 


skip on this position until the 
: 2013 class. 


Wide receiver: 1-2 


4-star Husker commit 


Jordan Westerkamp continues | 


: to put up impressive numbers | 


during his senior year and 
: looks more and more like 
: asteal for Nebraska’s 2012 


class. He has 821 yards and 14 


: receiving touchdowns and one | 


5-star quarterback 


Huskers after visiting | 


game but likely won’t 


make a decision until | 


rushing touchdown already 
this year. Westerkamp is 
more of a possession receiver 
that lacks blazing speed but 
has enough elusiveness that 
Husker coaches are already 
talking to him about the 
possibility of returning kicks. 
Nebraska is targeting 
similar players to fill out the 
class in 3-stars Kenny Lawler 
and Chris Harper. Both 
receivers are over 6-2 and 
show a knack for using their 
agility to go up and compete 
for balls. Lawler and Harper 
both are currently working on 


scheduling visits to Nebraska. 


Tight end: 1-2 
3-star Husker commit 
Sam Cotton is the only 2012 
in-state prospect to receive an 
offer and will be a welcome 
addition to this class. After 
current players such as 
Kyler Reed and Ben Cotton 
graduate next year, Nebraska 
does not have much depth at 
this spot. Sam Cotton is the 
brother of current Huskers 
Ben and Jake Cotton, as well 
as the son of current Nebraska 
offensive line coach Barney 
Cotton. He’s shown a great 
aptitude for blocking and is 
improving as a pass-catcher. 
Nebraska is looking for 
a more dynamic playmaker 


to complement Cotton at 


DIAMONDS IN 
THE ROUGH 


Each week on 


Huskers Illustrated Radio 


SARTORHAMANN.COM 


» this spot in the 2012 class. A 

couple of options Nebraska is 
in good position with include 
Orlando David and Keoni 

' Bush-Loo. 


Offensive line: 2-3 


Five-star offensive tackle 


_ Andrus Peat is ranked by 
247Sports as the No. 5 overall 
player in the 2012 class. He’s 
the brother of current Husker 
defensive lineman Todd Peat, 
Jr. He was scheduled to visit 

- for the Ohio State game but 

_ had to cancel due to travel 

: costs and is now looking at a 
visit to Lincoln for the Iowa 
game at the end of the season. 
_ Peat would be the crown jewel 
, of Nebraska’s class and said 

_ he likes the idea of playing 


" with his brother in college. 


The Huskers have already 


| earned a commitment from 

- run-blocking specialist Paul 
Thurston, a 4-star guard from 
Colorado. Nebraska is also 

in good shape with linemen 

- such as 4-star Ronnie Stanley, 
» 4-star Evan Goodman, 3-star 
Brandon Hill and Cambridge, 
Neb., High School standout 

_ Mike Shoff. 


: Defensive line: 2-3 


One of Nebraska’s major 


' victories so far in this class 
: came from the commitment of 


4-star Greg McMullen, one of 
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the most sought-after prospects in 
the country. McMullen, who’s from 
Akron, Ohio, shunned schools such 
as Notre Dame and the in-state 
Buckeyes with his commitment 
to Nebraska. While McMullen is 
a great start, the Husker coaching 
staff is doing its best to cash in 
on its recent success with players 
such as Ndamukong Suh and Jared 
Crick when it comes to recruiting 
other top 2012 prospects at this 
position. 

Four-star Jonathan Bullard is 
working on re-scheduling a visit 
to Nebraska after having to cancel 
the one he had set up for the Ohio 
State game. Four-star defensive 
tackle Vincent Valentine has had 
Nebraska as his No. 1 school for 
quite some time but is still working 
on the details of when to visit. 
Three-star Taiwan Johnson was 
scheduled to visit for the Fresno 
State game but had to re-schedule 
and will now watch the Huskers 
take on Michigan State in Lincoln 
on Oct. 28. 


Linebacker: 3 

This was one of Nebraska’s 
most pressing areas of need going 
into this recruiting cycle because 
of the transition into playing more 
three-linebacker sets against Big 
Ten Conference opponents and 
Nebraska’s lack of relative depth 
at the position. The Huskers struck 
early on by earning a commitment 
from 4-star Michael Rose, who has 
gone on to be the most out-spoken 
recruiter for Nebraska of all of 
its commitments. Nebraska also 
secured a commitment from 3-star 
Deion Jones, who appears to be the 
steal of this class and is having a 
great senior season. 


To fill out the class at this 


position, Nebraska has built 
relationships with an impressive 
number of other linebacker 
recruits. The two at the top of 
Nebraska’s board are 4-star 
Quanzell Lambert and Jared 
Afalava. Lambert will visit Lincoln 
for the Michigan State game. 
Three-star T.J. Neal visited for the 
Ohio State game, and the Huskers 
are also in good shape with 3-star 
Joe Robinson and in-state prospect 


Jake Schany. 


Secondary: 2 

The Huskers were dealt a 
blow in late October when 3-star 
cornerback prospect Tyreece Jiles 
committed to North Carolina. 
Jiles was one of a few corners the 
Huskers were in good position 
with. The biggest target at corner 
remains 4-star Brandon Beaver, 
who is very high on Nebraska after 
visiting for the Ohio State game. 
Beaver will visit Pac 12 Conference 
schools, among them Washington, 
before making his final decision, 
however. 

At safety, Nebraska has been 
in the driver’s seat for 4-star 
safety Jordan Diggs ever since he 
unofficially visited Lincoln for 
the Fresno State game. He made 
areturn trip to Lincoln for the 
Ohio State game and is currently 
planning visits to other schools, 
among them South Carolina. He 
said he wants to take all of his 
official visits and that although 
he’s very high on the Huskers, he 
doesn’t want to commit anywhere 
and then continue to take visits to 


other schools. 


For the latest recruiting updates, 
visit Huskers Ilustrated.com. 
Follow Kris Knowlton 
on Twitter @krisknowlton 


2012 NE 


BRASKA COMMITS 
kot 
GREG MCMULLEN 
DE, 6-5, 225, Akron, Ohio 


(Archbishop Hoban) 
247Sports Rating: 94 


 oataGad 
MICHAEL ROSE 


LB, 6-0, 225, Kansas City Mo. 
(Rockhurst) 
247Sports Rating: 93 


soot Gad 
PAUL THURSTON 


OT, 6-5, 275, Arvada, Colo. 
(Arvada West) 
247Sports Rating: 92 


tok 
JORDAN WESTERKAMP 


WR, 6-1, 190, Lombard, Ill. 
(Montini Catholic) 
247Sports Rating: 90 


kkk 
DEION JONES 
OLB, 6-2, 200, New Orleans 


VJesuit) 
247Sports Rating: 88 


kkk 
TOMMY ARMSTRONG 


QB, 6-1, 200, Schertz, Texas 


(Byron P Steele) 
247Sports Rating: 86 


tok 
SAMCOTTON 


TE, 6-4, 235, Lincoln, Neb. 


(Lincoln Southeast) 
247Sports Rating: 81 


RAV ARAVY GRAY 4m THE PIPELINE 


DONT 
(Miss 


Huskers Illustrated’s exclusive insider 
recruiting update can be found every Friday at 


Huskerslllustrated.com 
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IN THE KNOW 


Coaching stoff 
targets nations 
top talent 


BY KRIS KNOWLTON 


Since day one of taking the job at Nebraska, head 
coach Bo Pelini’s recruiting philosophy has been to 
focus on bringing in the right kind of guys for the 
Husker program. Stars and ratings are important, but at 
Nebraska, it’s more about fit. While that’s all well and 
good, to be a top program, you have to have top talent. 

Nebraska’s recruiting classes under Pelini, while 
strong, have so far been towards the middle of the pack 
in the rankings when you compare those classes to 
classes of other top teams. But this year is different. A 
new staff, a top national ranking going into this season 
and an improved reputation of success associated 
with the Husker brand have brought Husker recruiting 
coordinator John Papuchis and his staff a new-found 
swagger on the recruiting trail in this cycle. 

The Huskers are no longer settling for middle of the 
pack; they’re setting their sights higher. No more was 
that evidenced than during the weekend of the Ohio 
State game, when the Huskers hosted a bevy of top- 
rated recruits such as 5-star quarterback Devin Fuller 
and 4-star Jordan Diggs, players that are being recruited 
at the highest level by the top programs in the country. 
Add to that the fact that Nebraska almost had 5-star 
Andrus Peat and 4-stars Jonathan Bullard and Carlos 
Watkins visiting as well, before those prospects had to 
reschedule, and it’s clear that Nebraska is shooting for 
the moon this year. 


“Our big board includes everybody,” Papuchis said. 


‘We feel like 
we don’t take 
a backseat to 
anybody in 
terms of the 
tradition of 
the program, 
the facilities, 
and what we 
can provide 
a student- 
athlete.”’ 

John Papuchis 


“We feel like we don’t take a backseat to anybody in terms of the tradition of 


the program, the facilities, and what we can provide a student-athlete. So we feel 


there’s no reason we should have to take a back seat to recruiting to anybody.” 


Especially this year with a small 
class expected, Nebraska hasn’t been 
pulling any punches. Nebraska has had 
to be more selective this season with 
such a limited number of available 
scholarships. Being selective has 
gone hand-in-hand with Nebraska’s 
new strategy. The Huskers are boldly 
going after top prospects they usually 
wouldn’t have had a shot with, or 
wouldn’t have even targeted. 

“We haven’t always done that in the 
past, but I think what we’ve said is that 
we're going to go across the country 
and get the very best players we can 
possibly get. It doesn’t matter where 
they’re from; we’re going to show them 
our program and see what happens,” 
Papuchis said. 

While new members of the staff such 
as secondary coach Corey Raymond 
and linebackers coach Ross Els are 
still proving themselves to Husker 
fans as far as their coaching skills, 
Papuchis said the infusion of new 
young coaching talent at Nebraska is 
paying dividends. The staff is reaching 
out further and taking risks on top 
players like never before. 

“Probably the biggest thing is this 
group, this staff we have currently, 
works their tails off when it comes to 
recruiting. That’s not to say that guys 
didn’t before, but I think when you look 
you see nine guys plus the head coach 
making a concerted effort to go after 
the big dogs and not feel like there’s 
one guy in this country that we can’t 
feel like we can compete to recruit,” 


Papuchis said. N 


Kris Knowlton is the Recruiting Editor 
at HuskersIllustrated.com. 
Follow him on Twitter @krisknowlton 
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CATCHINGUP WITH 
DENNIS MORRISON 


BY RANDY YORK 


Churchich sidekick 
remembers 1966 comeback 
at Colorado, 21-19 


Dennis Morrison was 
watching the Nebraska- 
Ohio State game at his 
home in Morristown, N.J. 
At halftime, he remembers 
the sense of frustration he 
felt as the Buckeyes busted 
Nebraska for a 20-6 lead 
on national television, 
and then increased that 
cushion to 27-6 midway 
through the third quarter. 

A financial advisor in 
the Wells Fargo Advisor’s 
Morristown office, 
Morrison has been in 
the securities business 
for 40 years, but he felt 
no security watching his 
beloved Huskers climb out 
of a hole that night. 

They did score 28 
unanswered points to win, 
34-27, for the greatest 
comeback in Nebraska 
football history, and 


Morrison couldn’t help 


flashing back to the way 
Bob Churchich, his prep 
quarterback at Omaha 
North and his collegiate 
quarterback at Nebraska, 
led the Huskers to a 
similarly startling finish 
45 years earlier in Boulder, 
Colo. 

“My frustration level 
was the same for the Ohio 
State game as a fan as it 
was when we went into the 
locker room at halftime in 
Boulder in 1966,” recalled 
Morrison, then a junior 
tight end who caught 
a school-record eight 
passes that afternoon. 
“Everything that Colorado 
did in the first half went 
their way, just as it did 
for Ohio State. Coach 
(Bob) Devaney gave us a 
bit of a chewing out while 
Coach (Tom) Osborne did 


his adjustment magic for 


the offense to find 
success. The second 
half was ours at 
CU, just like the 
second half was 
Nebraska’s against 
Ohio State.” 

Let the record 
show that the 
Huskers trailed, 

19-7 entering the 
fourth quarter 

in 1966 before 
Churchich led fourth- 
quarter scoring drives of 
63 and 65 yards in the final 
13 minutes to overtake 
CU, 21-19. 

The Monday after 
calling NU’s win over 
the Buckeyes the greatest 
comeback in Husker 
history, Nebraska Athletic 
Director Tom Osborne said 
it replaced that 1966 NU- 
CU game on his list. “I’ll 
never forget that game,” 
Osborne said. “Colorado 
had a running back named 
Wilmer Cooks, and we 
simply could not stop him 
in the first half. They did 
everything right, and we 
didn’t do much of anything 
right. Then, in the second 
half, it was the exact 
opposite.” 


“Winning that game 


“My frustration 
level was the same 
for the Ohio State 
game as a fan as it 
was when we went 
into the locker 
room at halftime in 
Boulder in 1966.” 


was my fondest college 
memory,” said Morrison, 
who caught an 11- 

yard scoring pass from 
Churchich that pulled 
Nebraska within 19-14 
with 10:42 remaining. 

“T actually ran over a 
guy to score, but he was 
a little guy,” Morrison 
said. Pete Tatman scored 
the winning TD with 53 
seconds left. 

“T think the Huskers 
found the intensity 
needed to win football 
games in the second half 
of the Ohio State game,” 
Morrison said. “I predict 
they’ll finish 11-1 and play 
Wisconsin for the Big Ten 
championship. And as we 
found out last year, it’s 
very hard to beat the same 
team twice in the same 
season. We could still 


finish the season 13-1.” 
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Cook has been the lone 
setter in a 5-1 system most 
of her volleyball career, 
but she did share time with | 
Sydney Anderson last year 
when the Huskers went to 
the 6-2 offense. 

One of the biggest 
problems for Cook that 
most people might not 
think of was just getting 
into shape to run a 5-1. It’s 
not as easy as it looks. 

“The biggest thing was 
kind of getting back into a 


BEING A SETTER INA 5-1 SYSTEM IS MUCH 
DIFFERENT THAN SETTING IN A 6-2. JUST 
ASK NEBRASKA SETTER LAUREN COOK. 


5-1 shape,” Cook said. 
“Like timing the jump in 
the front row and having 
to set from the front row. 
Yeah, we’re in shape from 
working out this summer, 
but volleyball shape is a 
different kind of shape 
from workout shape. That 
was the biggest struggle 
for me.” 

But she is getting there. 


Her coach and father, John 


Cook, sees the offense 
coming together the way 


PHOTO BY SCOTT BRUHN 


Cook back to running 
3 familiar offense 


Setter played 5-1 offense most of her career and 
loves being back at it | BOB HAMAR 


he envisioned more and 
» more as the season goes 
» along. He also sees his 
daughter getting more 
comfortable with the whole 
system. 

“T think she gets better 
_ and better every week,” 
John Cook said. “She 
hasn’t done this in a year. 

She’s figuring out these 

: hitters and the tempo we 
- want to go at. She runs 
the show and that’s the 
. difference between a 5-1 
- anda 6-2. In the 6-2, you're 
' just distributing the ball. 
: Ina5-l, you’re running the 
: show. She’s developing in 
: that role.” 
In the 6-2, the setter 
: plays three rotations in the 
: back row, then stands on 
- the sidelines and watches 
- the other setter play three 
rotations. It’s a lot different 
than being on the court all 
the time. 

“You're only in there 
_ three rotations so you're 
just a ball distributor, 
whereas now Lauren has 
: to set, plus she has to block 
' plus she has to do front- 
row things she didn’t have 
to do last year,” John Cook 
' said. “She has rotations 
_ she has three hitters. She 
' has rotations where she has 
- only two hitters, so there is 
* just a lot more going on. 


Football-Volleyball 
Conflict 

John Cook would prefer not to 
have any volleyball matches that 
coincide with football games, 
but it’s not always up to him. 
Earlier this year, the volleyball 
team hosted Ohio State while 
the football team was playing 
Wyoming at the same time 

That led to many complaints 
from Nebraska fans, but there 
really is nothing Cook could do 
about it. 

“The last time | checked I’m not 
(Big Ten commissioner) Jim Delany 
or hanging out with Jim Delany, so 
| don't have the power to change 
game times or TV times or football 
game times,” Cook said. 


Big Red Road Trip 

There were 9,354 volleyball fans 
at Williams Arena in Minneapolis, 
Min., on Oct. 15 for the Gophers’ 
match against the Huskers. But 
Cook found out 
they weren't all 
Gopher fans during 
the final set of the 
Huskers’ five-set 


win. 


“| had no idea how 
many Nebraska 
fans were there,” Cook said. “In 
game five, they got the ‘Go Big 
Red’ chant going, and then the 
Minnesota fans tried to drown out 
our fans. | thought there might be 
a brawl the way they were getting 
into it.” 


Big Ten Competition 

The Huskers were pushed to five 
sets in three of their first eight Big 
Ten matches. Last year, they didn’t 
have a single five-set match in Big 
12 Conference play. 

“These teams bring out the best 
in us,” Cook said. “I think that’s 
something a little different than 
last year. | think our team knew it 
could come into some matches 
and just play and be OK. We have 
to play great to beat these teams.” 
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SSS See 
2011 Volleyball Schedule 
DATE OPPONENT LOCATION TIME/SCORE 
AUG. 20 RED/WHITE MATCH NU COLISEUM 3-1 (W) 

MCM ELEGANTE LOBO CLASSIC 
AUG.26 NEWMEXICOST. ATALBUQUERQUE,N.M. 3-2 (W) 
AUG.27 NEW MEXICO AT ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. 3-0 (W) 
SEPT.2 COLORADO STATE ATFORTCOLLINS,COLO. 2-3 (L) 
SEPT.3 ALBANY AT FORT COLLINS, COLO. 3-0 (W) 
AMERITAS PLAYERS CHALLENGE 
SEPT.8 CREIGHTON NU COLISEUM 3-0 (W) 
SEPT.9 ST.MARY’S NU COLISEUM 3-2 (W) 
SEPT.10 WEBER STATE NU COLISEUM 3-0 (W) 
SEPT.17 IOWA STATE DEVANEY CENTER 3-0 (W) 
SEPT. 21 PENN STATE* NU COLISEUM 3-2 (W) 
SEPT. 24 OHIO STATE* NU COLISEUM 3-1 (W) 
SEPT.30 MICHIGAN STATE* ATEASTLANSING, MICH. 3-2 (W) 
OCT. 1 MICHIGAN* AT ANN ARBOR, MICH. 3-0 (W) 
OCT. 7 PURDUE* NU COLISEUM 3-1 (W) 
OCT. 8 INDIANA* NU COLISEUM 3-0 (W) 
OCT.14 WISCONSIN* AT MADISON, WIS. 3-0 (W) 
OCT.15 MINNESOTA* AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 3-2 (W) 
OCT.19 lIOWA* NU COLISEUM 7P.M. 
OCT. 22 ILLINOIS* NU COLISEUM 7P.M. 
OCT. 28 OHIO STATE* AT COLUMBUS, OHIO 7P.M. 
OCT.29 PENN STATE* AT UNIVERSITY PARK, PA. TBA 
NOV. 4 MICHIGAN* NU COLISEUM 7P.M. 
NOV. 5 MICHIGAN STATE* NU COLISEUM 7P.M. 
NOV.11  INDIANA* AT BLOOMINGTON, IND. 7P.M. 
NOV. 12 PURDUE* AT WEST LAFAYETTE, IND. TBA 
NOV.16 MINNESOTA* NU COLISEUM 7P.M. 
NOV.19 WISCONSIN* NU COLISEUM 7P.M. 
NOV. 23 IOWA* AT IOWA CITY, IOWA 7P.M. 
NOV. 26 NORTHWESTERN* AT EVANSTON, ILL. TBA 
NCAA TOURNAMENT 
DEC. 1-3 1ST/2NDROUNDS ATCAMPUS SITES TBA 
DEC. 9-10 REGIONALS TBA 
(AT LEXINGTON/GAINESVILLE/HONOLULU/MINNEAPOLIS) 
DEC. 15-17 FINAL FOUR AT SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS TBA 
* BIG TEN MATCH; 
ALL TIMES CENTRAL, DATES AND TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


“Setters who run the 5-1 have a 
lot to manage.” 

But that’s what Lauren likes to 
do. 

“T love the 5-1,” she said. “It’s 
what I’ve done my whole career 
until last year.” 

That volleyball career included 
four years at Lincoln Pius X 
High School where she led the 
Thunderbolts to three straight 
Class B state championships. 
When it came time to choose a 
college, she picked UCLA. 

Lauren played for the Bruins 
for one season and was named the 
AVCA national freshman of the 
year. But UCLA didn’t have the 
classes she wanted involving event 
planning, so she transferred to 
Nebraska after one year out west. 

That led to the year of sharing 
time at setter with Anderson and 


running the 6-2 offense. Although 


Lauren likes the 5-1, it does cut 
down the setter’s options when 
she’s in the front row. 

“You don’t have as many 
options and you can’t run as many 
plays,” Lauren said. “It’s a little 
harder to get a kill right away 
because the blockers on the other 
side don’t have to worry about 
three people. They only have to 
worry about two people.” 

John Cook has always preferred 
setters over 6-feet. Lauren at 5-8 is 
one of the smaller ones he’s had at 
Nebraska. 

“Once in a while these big 
hitters will make her look bad, 
but at the end of the night she gets 
her touches, she slows some balls 
down,” John said. “That’s part of 
it with her size, but she makes up 
for it in other areas.” 
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AroundzHor 


THIS ISSUE BASKETBALL CROSS COUNTRY GOLF WRESTLING 


When the Nebraska 
women’s basketball team 
plays its first exhibition 
game on Oct. 30, the 
Huskers hope to have 
their head coach on the 
sideline. 

While that’s Connie 
Yori’s ultimate goal, 
it’s certainly not a 
guarantee. 

Yori, who’s beginning 


' her 10th season as 

- Nebraska’s coach, 

_ is recovering from 
complications with what 
» was supposed to bea 

' routine arthroscopic 
knee surgery in August. 
| She first developed Staph 
infection, and then 

' doctors found a blood 
- clot in her knee. 


Yori was hospitalized 


- for the better part 


PHOTOS BY SCOTT BRUHN 


: of September. She’s 


» continuing rehabilitation 
- and either rides a 
| motorized scooter or 


» walks with crutches. 


“Tt kind of feels like I 


» lost a month of my life 


with the team,” Yori 


said. “My family, friends 
» and the people in our 

_ program have been so 

' supportive. I’m working 


' as hard as I can to get 


| BRIAN ROSENTHAL 


Fahro Alihodzic, a 
6-foot-10, 240-pound 
forward from Viasenica, 
Bosnia, is Nebraska’s 
fifth commitment for the 
2012 recruiting class. 

Althodzic played 
his freshman season 
at Fordham, sat out 
last season witha 
medical redshirt, and 
will play this season at 
Southeastern Community 
College in Iowa. He 
chose Nebraska over 
Bradley, Washington 
State, Milwaukee and 
Wichita State. 

At Fordham, Alihodzic 
started 14 of 28 games 
and averaged 4.5 points 
and 4.0 rebounds, with 
13 steals and 14 blocks. 
He attended St. Francis 
De Sales High School in 


Toledo, Ohio, in 2007-08. 
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back on the court as fast 
asI can, but I still have a 
ways to go.” 

Yori turned 48 on Oct. 
3 and celebrated her 
birthday by making an 
appearance at Nebraska’s 
first official practice 
of the season. She’s 
been attending other 
practices at her discretion, 
depending on how she’s 
feeling that day. 

Graduate assistant 
manager Bryce Currie was 


activated to assume an 


the ability to recruit off- 
campus in place of Yori. 
Currie is in his second 


year with the Huskers 


Washington and Arizona 
State before coming to 
Nebraska. 

Per NCAA rules, when 
Currie is coaching, Yori 
can be present at practice 
but not coach. On days 
Yori feels well enough to 
coach, Currie cannot. 

Because of her 
restriction of movement 
and heavy pain 
medications, Yori was 
unable to work or spend 
time recruiting for 
several weeks. In her 
absence, associate head 
coach Sunny Smallwood 
coordinated Nebraska’s 
workout schedule and led 
practices. 

“Our players have done 
a great job of staying 
focused on the tasks at 
hand on a daily basis,” 
Smallwood said. 


on-court coaching role and | 


after spending time at both | 


Yori had surgery on 


: her left knee on Aug. 

: 19- four days after 

: Nebraska returned from 

: an 11-day summer tour to 

: Scandinavia. Her recovery 
' and rehabilitation 

: appeared to be going 

: well until Aug.31, when 

: she began experiencing 


: intense knee pain. 


The pain continued 


: to intensify until Sept. 5 
: when she had a surgical 
: wash to treat Staph 


- infection in her knee. Yori 


spent the following week 


in the hospital, returned 
home on Sept. 12, and 
then was taken back to the 
hospital via ambulance 
four days later because of 
severe pain. 

That’s when doctors 
discovered the blood 
clot. Yori remained 
hospitalized until Sept. 
22, when she moved to 
Madonna Rehabilitation 
Hospital. She stayed 
there until returning 
home Sept. 30. 

“T know a lot of people 
out there might hear this 


| story and feel sorry for 

' me, but I know there 

are many more people 
who are worse off than 
me,” Yori said. “I’m 
lucky both the infection 
and the blood clot were 
focused in my knee area 

' and didn’t spread to other 
| parts of my leg or body, 
or my condition would be 


: a lot more serious.” 


Nebraska returns six 


letter winners, including 
: starters Lindsey Moore, 
_ Jordan Hooper and 


Kaitlyn Burke, from last 
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year’s team. Moore, a 5-9 junior 
point guard from Covington, 
Wash., who earned honorable- 
mention All-Big 12 in 2011, said 
the players can’t wait for Yori to 
return full time. 

“We have missed her being : 
around, that’s for sure,’ Moore said. 
“You want to just reach out and do 
whatever you can to help her. But 
coach is tough, and we know she’ll 
get back as soon as she can.” 


Madeleine Sheils tied for 18th 
and Kayla Knopik tied for 23rd as 
the Nebraska women’s golf team 
finished 11th at the Lady Northern 
Invitational in French Lick, Ind. The 
Huskers’ three-round total of 931 
included a final-round score of 316. 
For the Husker men, Scott : 
Willman tied for 12th at the Firestone 
Invitational in Akron, Ohio, and 
the Huskers’ 54-hole team score of 
881 was a season best. Willman was — 
l-under-71 in the final round and had 
a three-round total of 214. Nebraska 
was 12th as a team. 


Trevor Vidlak placed first to 
lead the Nebraska men’s cross 
country team to its first team title | 


unsrep stares Statement of Ownership, Management, and Circulation 
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of the season at the South Dakota 
State Classic at the Edgebrooke 
Golf Course in Brookings, S.D. 
Katie White added a third-place 
finish to lead the women to a 


runner-up finish in the team race. 


Lincoln, Neb., had a winning 
time of 24:46.7. Teammate Jarren 
Heng, a sophomore from Norfolk, 
Neb., finished second while senior 
Brad Doering added a third-place 
finish. 


Former Husker wrestler and world 

: champion Jordan Burroughs was 
named the U.S. Olympic Committee’s 
Male Athlete of the Month for 
September after capturing the 
Vidlak, a junior co-captain from 74 kilogram/163 pound world 
championship. 


Burroughs became the first 


American World champion since 
2006 when he defeated Sadegh 

: Goudararzi of Iran in the finals on 
Sept. 18. 
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DIGITAL EDITION 
ILLUSTRATED 


The digital edition includes all the great content you find in our print edition, 
plus special features such as extra photos and special video content. 


* Immediate delivery (no waiting for the mail to come) 

* Multi-device access: Read it on iPad, Mac and PC 

* Bookmark, search and save pages you love most 

* Fun to explore and share on social networks 

* Easily archive and store your issues (save a trip to the recycling bin) 


Desktop 
or Laptop 


To take advantage of 
x the $24.95 launch 

powered by special or to claim your 
ig ZIn1oO . _ 4 free issues visit 


FROMTHE 


For all intents and 
purposes, I-back 
DeAngelo Evans 
made his Nebraska 
debut in the fourth 
game of his freshman 
season, 1996, against 
Kansas State, the 
Huskers’ first game as 
a member of the Big 
12. The opportunity 
came because Ahman 
Green suffered a turf- 
toe injury, and Evans 
took advantage of 

it by rushing for 

168 yards and two 
touchdowns on only 
21 carries. He was 
booed because the 
game was played in 
Manhattan, Kan., and 
he was from Wichita, 
where he broke the 
high school career- 
rushing record held 
by Barry Sanders. 
Evans was injury- 
plagued during his 
time at Nebraska, 
hampered by a groin 
injury that required 
two surgeries and 
forced him to take a 
medical redshirt his 
sophomore season; 
playing in only 

three games after 
redshirting because 
of a left knee scope, 
a turf toe injury and 
a bruised tailbone; 
and undergoing 
surgery on his left 
knee following the 
1998 season. After 
playing sparingly 

in two games asa 
junior in 1999, he left 
the team, eventually 
transferring to 
Emporia State. 


—_ — yams 


GAMESREMEMBERED | 1971 NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 


Buffaloes bullied by Blackshirts 


Huskers survive test before preparing for showdown 


against Sooners 


COLORADO REPRESENTED 
what most nationally 
considered No. 1-ranked 
Nebraska’ first real 
challenge in 1971. Will 
Grimsley of the Associated 
Press predicted a 
Buffaloes’ victory, in fact. 

There also was concern 
the Cornhuskers would 
be caught looking ahead 
to their Thanksgiving 
Day showdown with No. 
2-ranked Oklahoma, which 
had defeated Colorado 
handily. 

The Buffs’ lone score 
came after Nebraska had 
jumped to a 14-0 lead, 
and they managed only 
160 total yards against the 


Blackshirts, who recovered 


- a fumble and intercepted 
three passes. Colorado, 
which ran the triple option, 
: completed just 2-of-9 

: passes, including the one 


: for a touchdown. 


Linebacker Bob Terrio 


(pictured) and middle 

: guard Rich Glover led 

: Nebraska’s No. 1-ranked 
defense with 13 and 12 
tackles, respectively. Terrio 
: also had two quarterback 
hurries and a fumble 


' recovery. 


The fumble, by Cliff 


Branch, was forced by 
Johnny Rodgers and set 
up the final touchdown. 

: In addition to being an 
outstanding punt returner, 


Rodgers played on the 


' punt team. 


Jeff Kinney scored 


| the final touchdown, as 
well as the first, to break 

: the school career record, 
while Rodgers became 

: the Huskers’ career-leader 
: in receiving yards eight 
games into his junior 


: season. 


Rich Sanger’s second- 


quarter field goal was his 
first of the season after 


. three misses. 


The game was televised 


| nationally by ABC and was 
: attended by scouts from 

: the Sugar, Orange, Cotton 
and Gator Bowls. It was 
the third visit by the Sugar, 
: second by the Orange and 


Cotton. 


NEBRASKA 31, 


COLORADO 7 

Oct. 30, 1971 - Memorial Stadium 

Colorado O37 (0) = 
Nebraska GoW fF OW = xi 


(N) Jeff Kinney 11 run (Rich Sanger kick) 
(N) Maury Damkroger 5 pass Jerry Tagge 
(Sanger kick) 

(QC) Cliff Branch 34 pass Ken Johnson (J.B. 
Dean kick) 

(N) Tagge 1 run (Sanger kick) 

(N) Sanger 34 field goal 

(N) Kinney 3 run (Sanger kick) 
Attendance: 66,776 


DO YOU REMEMBER? 

» Coach Bob Devaney was aggressive 
in his game plan, as well as confident 
in his defense. After the Huskers scored 
the first touchdown, they tried an 
onside kick. But the ball went only 3 
yards instead of the required 10 and 
Colorado recovered at the Nebraska 


43-yard line. 


» Oklahoma defeated lowa State that 
day 43-12, with Sooners’ quarterback 
Jack Mildren setting a school record 
for total offense with 323 yards, 148 of 


them rushing. 


» Cornell's Ed Marinaro carried 47 
times for 272 yards in an Ivy League 
victory against Columbia to become 
the leading three-season rusher in 
NCAA history, with 4,132 yards in 24 
games. The previous record (3,867 
yards in 30 games) was held by 
Oklahoma's Steve Owens. Freshmen 
weren't eligible for varsity competition 
until the next season, when the NCAA 
changed the rule, hence the three- 


season record. 
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CROSSWORD 
&TRIVIA 


ACROSS 
1. Wears No. 8 (defense) 
3. Leading tackler vs. Ohio State 
4. Wears No. 78 
6. 2012 non-conference opponent 
7. 2011 Nebraska Football Hall of Fame inductee 
12. First Husker selected in 2011 NFL Draft 
13. 2009 AP College Player of the Year 
16. Michigan State head coach 
17. 1971 Outland Trophy winner 
18. Leading rusher vs. Ohio State 
19. Quarterbacks coach 
20. Michigan State nickname 
23. Wears No. 3 (offense) 
24. Michigan State campus location 
25. Long-time Michigan State head coach 
(1954-1972) 
27. Michigan State school color 
28. Defensive line coach 


DOWN 
2. Wears No. 8 (offense) 
4. Wide receiver who recently moved to defensive back 
5. Nov. 19 opponent 
7. Leading receiver vs. Ohio State 
8. Ex-Husker offensive lineman now with New 
Orleans Saints 
9. 2013 non-conference opponent 
10. Wears No. 3 (defense) 
11. Recovered fumble to start comeback vs. Ohio State 
14. Nov. 5 opponent 
15. Wears No. 1 (offense) 
16. Head strength coach 
17. Wears No. 1 (defense) 
21. Michigan State All-American who appeared in 
Police Academy 
22. 1972 Outland Trophy winner 
26. Network for NU-lowa telecast 
Answers will appear in the Nov. 5 issue. 


THE PAUL FELL PREDICTION 


OCTOBER 29, 2011 
SPARTANS WILL BE A CHALLENGE FOR THE 
BLACKSHIRTS TO CORRAL WHEN MICHIGAN 
STATE INVADES HUSKER NATION! 
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OCT. 22 SOLUTION 


THREE IN ONE: Here’s an interesting NCAA 
record held by Nebraska: Most players 
reaching 2,000 career-rushing yards in the 
same season. Three Huskers did it. Can you 
name them? 
Hint: They did it in 2000. 


Answer will appear in our next issue 


D. Gerald Armstrong (1992) 
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Huskers business- 
like in their approach 
against Gophers 


Bo Pelini was pleased with his team’s attitude following 
its 41-14 victory against Minnesota. The mood in the 
Husker locker room was businesslike, or so he described it. 

Players weren’t whooping and hollering. “They were 
happy,” he said. “But (it was) another day at the office, kind 
of, is their approach. I think everybody in that locker room 
knows that there’s nobody in there who played a perfect 
game, and we’ve just got to keep upping our level and we’ve 
got to keep working to get better. That’s the approach we 
take. And that will continue.” 

Not that the Huskers were going to make more of the 
victory than it was anyway. But they have learned to mirror 
their coach’s post-game demeanor. 

“T think guys were happy,” said junior I-back Rex 
Burkhead, who rushed for 117 yards and a touchdown. “I 
think we were just waiting on the reaction of Bo. 

“We were just waiting on him.” 

Clearly, Pelini was going to be happy with the victory. 
But there was the matter of Minnesota’s final touchdown 
with 1:41 remaining, following a 16-play, 89-yard drive 
against the reserves. 

“T think that defensive touchdown at the end, the coaches 
weren’t happy, so we were kind of waiting to see how he 
was,” Burkhead said. “But no, guys were definitely happy.” 

And more to the point, “definitely, a win’s a win,” he 
said. 

A win’s a win, and a good lead-in to the next game, a 
crucial divisional match-up against Michigan State at 
Memorial Stadium. The Spartans lead the division with 
a 3-0 conference record, their third victory coming in 
dramatic fashion, 37-31 against Wisconsin on a final-play, 
hail-Mary pass. 

Nebraska will have to transition to as good as it gets in 
the Big Ten from as bad as it gets. That Minnesota was 


overmatched was quickly apparent, to no one’s surprise. 
Asports columnist for the St. Paul Pioneer Press, Tom Powers, wrote in Saturday’s 
edition: “The Gophers can give up a point total that compares favorably to the final 
tally of your weekly grocery bill.” 
Though Nebraska’s total wasn’t all that pricey, it probably could have been had 
the Huskers been so inclined. All but three on their 70-man travel roster saw action. 
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BY MIKE BABCOCK 


Not that the 
Huskers 
were going 
to make 
more of 

the victory 
than it was 
anyway. But 
they have 
learned 

to mirror 
their coach’s 
post-game 
demeanor. 


Nebraska led 34-0 at halftime and had 
no reason to pile it on. By the second half 
for sure, and really before that, it was little 
more than a game in search of a final 
score. 

Back-up quarterback Brion Carnes even 
got in for the first time since the Wyoming 
game and only the third time this season, 
playing the entire fourth quarter. 

The redshirted freshman would have 
played sooner, but the third quarter “didn’t 
play out quite the way we wanted it to play 
out,” said Pelini. “But what are you going 
to do? 

“T thought Brion got some good snaps, 
and we’ll continue to get him in there as 
we can.” 

Pelini also was able to get freshman 
I-backs Braylon Heard, Ameer Abdullah 
and Aaron Green in for significant snaps, 
carrying a combined 20 times. 

Green scored his second touchdown of 
the season, on a 4-yard run. 

As with his teammates, he was matter- 
of-fact about the victory. “I come to win, 
so you know after the game, everybody’s 
just, you know, just chill, get in the shower 
and get your clothes on because that’s 
what we expect,” he said. ‘““We expect to 
come here and win. 

“We expect to win every week, so it’s 
nothing new.” 

As a result, “we don’t want to get too 
excited,” Green said. “Coach Bo comes in 
and he’s not excited, and then we just shut 
down. We didn’t want to do that.” 

After the Ohio State game, for example, 
Pelini “was real excited, real emotional,” 
said Green. “So that’s when we knew we 
can get happy.” 

The Minnesota victory wasn’t at that 
level. 

A victory against Michigan State 
definitely would be. N 


You can also read Mike Babcock each week 


at HuskersIllustrated.com. 
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